


BEST BROADCAST/CABLE MATCH 
BEST PPV MA 
Midnight Express vs. Southern Boys 


BEST WEEKLY SERIES 


World Championship 
Wrestling 







































ponds: HE SIS il d jin ur 
du 
SREL TEM EI EE Sif i 
H DLC ECOLE OK CEET ECO 
H H rate hd ete eee bed rt fannt tstriatartrta Etat ZER RAAT ROEP N DE EA ROER Re dd RY e Irr eran aerenerareuer 'h4T b ee ee ee Ft*kbittkbrtreu», a ee ee ee ESTE] 
tia LI LI ^ * A we * * AAS AAS AAMA] KM earner tate Peer ere reer eer reer eter ewe eT EEE RD ER RR ERNA RE AA MI d da GAAR N d4dtrbétaghtt^tudotypyttkbkéttbtlnuthbhtA*i 





Bed dd VREET EDE RASPER RR PR BEd R PAR RR AR Rd PER AFR d eee eee DRA N Ed h rd ap aa Eat ae bad ri MAER RA Ed TE bd dk Ed Pd Ed Pd ROETES BOOR ERA ER HAERE 





errer 





LETTRE KKH) 





454749 9FP TL 9T 3 VvdAmr* ene hee eee eee AA EN AA ad daa he sd FRS TEER PER dT ERA E ERA rem AA D "dec D ee 


"ai SCE SEEPS HHS SAH LPR HEHE BRA Ad Ad LERE SARA DEd E KARIER WRAP AE AAA AAR ER EAR ELSEN ENN EINEN EE) 
$*35*522399»9959*921399?95449»*92?68499592-45^54324^59894Rbh09f$4a27242512* ad b rtt PIERRE RR I AD ride NA TER RI ER OR APA ARR EER ER NR EN HR? d RAAR AE N hd rk ea Re ER FRR AE RE AR AE RD ENE 


FRET Pee rata RI et Ed ERA RAAP ren Era reds eene dr rd RETEST PR RR DR RAAR PP HR EET RR ees P Pe POOR LAE EP AE TER EISER Re RR ER PRE RR ER Re ERROR RR Id NE ree PA RR RO OER SA PRO A he dk hd ed dd pl ANA PER eee ere 
persis ercere APR EER EERS Ear he ae DA de austere PURE ese ere tere renee 


oe eee ee ee ee BEA ROER FR eke + abtteee DIP eee eee eee ee ee ee ETE DEd EP ed 
fete ewe ere nwa TE PT ec i100. eee eee eee eee eee eee eee eee ee eee eee ee dat ee ee ee er aas Bee ar dd 


D 
Lf SL ttverepsprdeddódoeohepvevhnpsóissbrobiedivotbvroconesseoesveprsodovacsotbedaprosnenstcto3 KEEP Ad PAP bep PRAPTEERREEE ERF 8948425 8458 RA Id AAR AA AR AR ed rN AE RS RPR STE RER RAAR RE PR Ad i hd we Add ET RE PRE EER EO d AT PET Re RE 











492€ BbhtUthe 
PERS SERRE Pee OR EP ER AO RE 









[4 
1: 
H DC CTT CC dd ie 






BERE ETE d EER bed Pe RA Ad ER eee ee eee ee eee ee ee eee See eee eee ee ee ee ee 

oP eee eee eee ee eee ee ee eee eee eee eee ee eee eee See ee RRC 

AUP PRP RH TPE HAP RAE A Ad RARR AO d de d RR dk PAPA Ad PER AA eh PR FR SEE GO RPO BEER FR aAEd BE hd Oe dd tee P OOP TERE N Hd OR OR ARE HAP Ee l 

Heer PRET EHEC ERT ESE Re ERIE EERE EH EE PRE PA DOE RAAR OR EO ROL HER RAS d RR RO teannta 
ETE LEEK TTA EEE ERAT OE ET EE EE PORE E EOE EE TN N EC AS ER MEET AA AS AA MA AA AA nh n d dA OQOX 5, AA AA AAR AA AR 
trees PARE ERA PAAR Ad PR AA RA PTA TE DEMON EE rrr PO ee 
Deep eee eee ea eer peezana DNR) 

JOKER 

1 

J 





















^»at*tcprauetetspv"-""rov»ototbhg»csct*npovyrhwf “tred + herd bkwmpottt^Éveo'*orFAaTPEPRIYAXP,CHB TEE AE 
KMA b. €482t*p* dIED PLN AT AT Ad Pd EH KEKE HTP HS eRe HE eee eer reer RA LE OR es ER ed N "FA *$*Y*t*t1FhN* »truoonomu*u^4A24H92-W8bhb-HP,àispditrpru-t"ir»Pp*tu"cuzuie4e4TESMgT 
$*4*42-XW 342451 2%. * spe nf, LE > H H RR b 4d ruma«buevvxiuteta»eoWtetcthuó^thnsé hid V b & Id ERA RR dk aa ARE PRO RAAR HER d AAR Rd Vy) *kéLUÜUbhet hh SPR RNEER BES BASEER Ad PRET EA be dd ed wee 
Ta ad eee eer ote bo 4d 4 RAATS 49 b 4 4 jr Y 4 4 9 d h 4444 0 VhhUJYFid Mdhathtvurstuut2JiAr »*ustuteutautAtqzéthubbhtwedtweétdó^sbhóbhTvTtésy«q5*«v359d 94*NV18H^4UIB8AE8 BASE rER RR d bed pe d dd eat eN EP EA PER BIS ER e bie dran dee 44 
434 kb AERT TT TEE ERA SERP evr eer ea AE RAME AE T IERE AAN T AE N AB 939892 * »A499N3W LZ ER DAN berde ene TR ART TR AR RES AR AR RIA DER AA RR SR Ad AA k ad TR OR POTE ROER OR AE OR d TR 2*5 9949654559324 srad‘ 
ER RR PR" EP PR REEN RTA FT N N HAP radar TREAT E SERE h We 4*9 175,538 88 "48 EK Eé ROER ht d EP aanre WFARWENW?TRR EIERE DEE Hd de TA PEER ER P RAS RO EER N Pd ERROR RPANE hd er hawe ne ap Pe kes aa 
ettet * serene ee ee ee 2 steve eer Rd eter * zing KE EA) € ta dere FETE REPT eee TE dad net ah de ear TR ER PR RR ER DER Rad ETHEL PARA re he nee eh NAR PETR AE MA AAN Peete eee Rae RdeR Ek 
ee ee ee OND CORDED EERE ERRNO ge ee SARS OOO 






























»*494€€ 19 















8$ 94 TR 8€ 42 95 889949 2 GT ERROR RA ER PEP SREP RATES F HEEFT RI OAAR OO HOOR Ak OP wear 9»939918* TEPER PSE 86P89T8A449 6898584444 lied Ba ra OE ESTP PPE SEP ERE SHEET ESTE SH oor errr OB HE BIO BE RAS BARE 
Ed 8 T» bedra dd de rd rea REF PAdEPEN PAR PR dd pad de Ed PEN PR TA SE PIE R PR | 





""TÁÉÁÉPFPPFP*8 8 t" E | e LAERE TA HE b erperscrrserreraersersaererecaerensre 





zhbattsianhe knrannrserisenartrkennrin 





"i-am 





H rd ar * "h^ tebht* * * €. $4 BN RARR EER 4X 8 à 54 44 4 Rd PR ed TR) pad A RAP Rd OR EER IE RARR ARE EP d Hd ERA RR Pd ed deed hr R APE AR PER ERA AR AA dd Ad ARE EI AR PIEK 
“da dtEATA EES HEE KOS bJa AE KRAAM EA ERA HEES Ed EER AK AAS PR SApS Ed dk hYdE FRED DU AS HASE ELEAGSS Ab GE hd EPOS PRO PAP EA Ed IE EE PERE ROR SARA PR d Pd Ad PR RAAS AA KO DS RA ek OdaFiN SEEP ER BOSS ERAS DERS i ee 
F*8560854484-71^809 SEETHER ROF ORDER PROTEA RR ERA E RI SESE HOE 45 892 84891284404 AE R 82242» A48 FEE PER POP ROER ADA REESE OH AE BO dd OB Pie ad aT Ada Rd PET PETE HPO RETESET bA tL ERA 184642949 POS PEPER AR B BR AA ES Pepe Ode 





ta dd pe aoedese sooo rar ae dae hearers 












FUP REE RR ET HP Tr hh “aar + Pee ee ee eee eee eee ee ee ee EES 
*»tí1À t FRA LEA TS RAS RYE ADA RE he IR PR Ad RE FECE ER R EER RR ERA R PER AE h SEM P eN AE d PAR? Ph eer bad Dora ba ae N RR OR RE RE dad ir bla ah Ee RAPS 
h ARE FEE H3d MAAN DATA EE # 
ERAT^ RARR 3 EAR ARE ERA ee Ed t4 b ek PAP 


r a6 ae KE La 
H DÉI D H ae eee DE: 
ak ERA FR RT ER EIE FR RARR RE R RIA RE Rd RI RA Re Rae Mad ERT , 4 d r ae on aoe 
e 


ee ee ee ee R86 RR F4 Pd era dd s bre PARE RR TER ER RN RAE RE dd Ed AIR ELE FARA Ed had hd pta rFR TART AE GEEN RARR ERA dd hd ase fa de ea 
TEP RPA EET TA TIPEER REEN h IR Ad ERA RE RR kk Rae Ee EP AR RE PR TE PER PEPPER EE EEE Id EER ee Ada dee ak as 498 "TRA ERT 
eee ee PR dd ee NEAR AREA N ER ER ERA RR hA RIA ARE E hb s sd dd Id APE PP TER Pd RA R Ode dd MEd BAAN Ed 


PEER V EE HET He PEEP RHEE dIE pi RA ea AR SPIERE Id ARE PER N Rd dA AR TERE TR Rd de EA Ida PA OR reece N RAN RO ewes 
1 (EZE KREE ELE E 4814 46446 4 Ad RATEL ER RIA ERA ene d PER AE EE Ak AFR dd Ad EER d EEN N Rd d sp Ed de HR dia Med hd wrd d RENE PIE AE RA RO ROER EEN d WdduAbWydddhdimqzwupups»q»p"cdht4ud,ycte4h«up»zdadsu 
ae AE Ee TET OPEN EPR CCGK CC EA EE AA AA AR AR ee PE *^383*T 59318 WT" BA" ker rk d hd d RR d de dr R SEA AE ER "ETA EER 
| ec Peer Peer eee rh rh eK er ehh N Pree reer eer PER PA ara PAR rn zsrgartatranziEkERE EA Ad EIS EE BRA d PER OE NP FI E 





Mer TERA AR 






t 
| Antti 2iaéariëättienazrhttigt 
E 




















zart 
States tieaaeaarAnkenbiEkRkKi d RI Ad pe d EE 
thew 44 eee eee ere PEPPER PRE ER APE d ER RE ROER de 





Pad aaprTBibdd daad det Ie TTa TA Pred ER ON] errer 







ee ee 
Trade pdrdd eie rd ae de Tree TERTIA haar 
Bk ed d MAA RA ETA dELEEREA EE Hd AR Hd EE EE Ed N 









Spee b dd rh 






“aas 





D 





Saar neng 








ARRIEN bee eedra de dt Ed IERE Rd dei ed Cade EHS EAP ERE EHR ERE EAH EHS RED RAP PA EP AA Péthhiid»otruithsuia2A?1B4Aa^eHtüsdàhtbtthmdit 





f ‘ 

1 ENT ha ea Rd Ad fF dd re RR PER RA R Pd erk Ed R AI PP Ad e rT DRR PR PRE ETT Pd Re RAP PLA AFR RA ERK AE Rd RR ERA AR RK FOR Re ER KERR RE PRE RATES EPR RO Rd hd TAREE Rd RI hd Rd AN B rd Rd N Pe re MEN Pe N PES RAPER d PA ae ah PAP ke p Pers 
€ *"hà44 vd dAPERRAA STRAAT HET RI Rd Id ERA d er re id ht d ed etd ed hd sede pier dE ESA ERA A EA Erd ER] pa erfed ra ATR PAPPTAPEPE PES RE A éis 44 RR RA dàhd de dk He TR ST FA RATTE NEER] 
| esheerr reer 199444899? W*9888H8 8PF* 8 * 8B EA PER AT d ROER PAP ERIPYI RIA PRTE PAAR PF FRSPFTCW7MYST/225&p78»)5*8548*44*84*8€429848bd$donbtNzdMdbhrdhrihibhbtédd4issti3Wvs5i “EP raed "PRE d RAPS DEd hb bd hk Iere pd deLTE HE RT A P8454 









Maree Edtedtaa here ae ad eh tea dek EE PTRAI TE ETER RT A344 HEER d €*9*548«4$&8/P*€ DER) eee meee 344 boas tombe dined et wr rari edhe eee eee PETE eee eee bree he ee creer ere 


Te 1 area haw ss hate TE Re rT RE Ed PET Ippo d PHS EET P SEPT TPT HR EHT AA POT THEATRE P REEN Id ESHER AR EEE EHP PR OR PEER PAPE PLEO OETA 28b hdPbhkheswsdsthlhb838éespeoitpsusyA5buUaSovüétübPtdeéóbhdhlil4bhbhédpeqhbeps 
ER eFA SR deed 








ARME da EF REF RA EIE EA PEER E Ed ER ee e PEER AE AI AE EEER ER SS Ad Rd ed dark Ad ad dp sd Pe ER eta Rd he dd he ea 
ee PERS RES EET ERA A KRIP ER BAR P RA RAP REIN ERA BEd Ota aan sta Rp LAdTE BEYER »rrewsusewew 
* + derd tea add ee sedeer etasat TEIT Ad RARR AAR Ad et de d P orden daa den n red rea nd RA AE RA EN IR ER AAR Rd Ad IR PAR OR N 


n TERRE dR 7 484/22 PRE BRA PART ER RA EE RA RAAR PR Ed RE ARIE Rd RARR Hd Rb Pd Pre dd ad dk Rd pad RAN SEA PARE HARE ER ERA aas dep hd DER pars de hap pes bie per WHb^ D^uUÉc4d4?444U9^*4V94*5424814J82^4dhósdtóbófYt4eptpscu»u»rAuez5422424 
1 Hr ree re rPEAA REEN RE eee TR TO OR ER PA d PR AR Ed ROER RI RR Hd ROER RR Rd b bk ep RR a EP ETE PER AR BIER d Ede es bed ARE AA d MIE Rd eet dd rk Ar ETE POORT Ed TOR TAMAR Be EP TR FTP ee +e.. 
4 
D 





a A 







[[rswstémepeetio dead davfae Eravtidepeqpavsapeapetseupuapaupamaé spSPUCAPAPANPARARARAAa AvdoudupaprAPpuprypuHd uode ue ena KREE IF td t sdptagk 8»?P»PBP€*8B8B€6448444504B1405«*5548**5e9€ 
Li "49824 8*4 RE d RIA ERA Rd eee eee RR II ARE RE ROES ER Pd AA ORR Rd Ad DR EP E PP R Pd EEN Rd Pt tree ta eee eee eee d RE Ad ARE RI d Add 

BARS add PEPER PAR RR REEN DRR RR Ad RR ER Rd AN ER RE RR A4 RA DRR d PERI EN PER ER ORE PP IR RAAP 8844844 Ed h hd ab ad DRR PA I PEE RE PER DE EA A 

H erat ass heeded reed Rd RE dader added da EP eer ere PER tagt PAP PP Pd APE PEER RA Ad OLE PER SEP EP RAP A PR ARE RA ROSS BP EAE ERE Pd Ad he ad be kp PR PTROR TREER PER O TE PRE dee Reed 

TA 885 à 09448429 258 $$ 898854964 *U PA AHA HEH Ed SE Pd did eo Pd Id ED re ede asses ptdPEOTEPAPEEPPIE DEd Bid ore adE EELER EEN TA R Hd dET RI ERA Rd FR MERE 


du M LL INIM M 





FB*bkb'kà4é Eë ASKKA ëtt TEER *i&bkbbbkbte 
eret eR DO te e en at 
i" 










DEDICATION: FRED WARD. se d es Re se REOR Aa aa RIES LEUR RAE RARO ad 
MATWATCH 1990 PERSON OF THE YEAR. ue EES 260 SE EE Ree SS CRUCE 

1990 MATWATCHER OF THE YEAR: ED CAPRALD.... . ss sees ees esse 552 12 
WHAT WENT WRONG?: AN ANALYSIS... . sv se sesse sedes ass dees sees LB 
MATWATEIH TV AWARDS: 390.5659. 3 eden EU ME MEERDERES e a C ei AD 
"THE LAST MATCH" by Dt. Gerald Morton... ER s givens DO 
TOE 159 TV NEWS STORIES OF 1990.5. 4.42. Web gn ee HA SEE OG EE ate SS EE 
OTHER SIGNIFICANT TV STORIES OF 1990 i334 33 473-3593 we hae SOR eee Mee d 
BUNKELTOONS 4 2 8 99:30 9 8 9 25 4 AX e EE A ORR GR Re Io CR ca PU 38 CCS ee EROS 
WRESTLING BROADCASTING SYSTEM;;i. suse see sows 240 EER nd e mew a DiE ge 

MAIWATCH HALG OP. FAME 3 SG ER ORE EN EN, EACUS we Eed pes OT 


DPECIAL AGKNOWLEDGEMENE ee EE wi SR Gee RU. are d as G 





rattaséstrgii 


RF34239 35W SAME EER ED KAR PR AR AR Pad REDES RAP AR OR P HE RR PER PEPER DR AR ER DEd RAAM RA EER EF Hd NAR DE dd RR ARE MAR Pe EE RE PR d RADE BF ER IE MAER BES MATE PRE PRE Hd ETE RAN EER Rd d hd es Hd AAN ppe dae 


sad red ee RARR AF HER RA EREM PR PP Ed AA SEI Ia eat he PR Pe Hd Ah ed EE RR br R RA DRA PA DRR RR RE AE RARR HER RAN ASE RI R EA RR ER RA RA HOE FAR RI R ROER EER BAR PERE HER RI RE SE ETE EE eee eee eee eee eee Red ERA R PR d Eed 





ARIS ees dbe EERS RER reid REELE IAN HE A NEER ART PIN PAP Ra PER HR PERE RARR N SE PR PRE FR 
Tr seed ETA TEE TEE EE TAMARA PAP rd APE EP EER BEP RES EE EENS ETTER EP EP BAR ar enee e 





DEE EO EE OD OE EE EE EO PENH HE N OK OO OE EE EO EO GAS Dit 
EA EA EE EE DEE EE OE OE EE OES LE EK OE EO EE LO DT OE ET AE AA SP AS 


Rad RFITA EA EEN d ea sa an ds ke RAAR ER LA ss Hd sd HA he dd de AE RE ERA RR FIARA ERA EER PIN KAS SP PER AF NE RE ERA S dIE FRAN RARR KP ERR sd Are se rd dra ed ed EER Re ER FIN PAR PER PAAR FR EE s Rd RE ERA PER PRE EAR REES AE ER EP eN 
Pee eee Rt PERE A ERR 4454481582347 HER ER bed NALE BERGIE Ad RI N EP E N EER HE DRIE Re FR O EER EER Rek ad ah ed ware PTA pe d PR PER A Pd ppe pe EN PR Ad RR AR ER Id RE DA d OR di P PR d add Ee eRe TEEPE Rd Ra Rd Ed rere ad ER OER FAR HER EA 
ELE es 44 eee eee eee ROER PRO EP RA pd ed PA Pd ARE Dt Hd Rd Ad dd sad TE da raEPRR Ad s hd derd Rd Red RA d RAAR EP AR RE HR EAR EA Ee RE AE ROB RR Pere I Pad ar RE OR PP OER PER PR AE IERE PP ES A AN Pad RPA N P Rd Ed RY ede dd MEd ke sd 





à kh bOSRPERA Pa FA PARE di Pd derd dR LAER ee EP BAIE RAAM ART ER ee eee eee ERA RA AA PRE IR EIE EP PAR ER? 
ae aa Pel rer h bh P 15 HEER AI ETE TEE EA RIDER ES errs ES ROSA TEPA BEKI RRE EE RIES Eat PAP PT VER OR AR eN PRE P ed PA SPYS etd el ed hd dd d AIR RAP PARE bed sd Ad Pe re dad aas se hd hd srt dRId ea ot re PP PEP PRE 


SRP err eee he ARE RT He hti MR REM eee eer rere IR E Pe Re RR ERA RR 





PP PEAPY SPA TROP Ode PE Pre he bd ed hi STOP pe eat ss SAT ASA HOE ERA OOR PIN APE BAAI DEd RIBEE 


»r*arriueecue 


CEE EEE RNR Ee PRA AOR A ee ee REE PT REET PRE FOR PARS ER EPA EEE Red RE Pd RI ER Pd RI ORE N Re ER Pe Rd Ad RR BAR be RE dep Pd Re” 


ier RAP PEd es AER ebe se FAE A KAN ER RAAR F4 CA ER ER EE AR HR Pd AREA Rd EO E EES AR E KEE EES PER Are TR Hd Re Rp Rd RR ee Ad pe he ph Ep R PAR LAE had HAP Hd Ad RR ed dk RAD had Pd eo ea se s rd e ed et AR hd RR ra dra ae Rd RARR RARR RR 
ANP ewer eK b^ CEE TEI RT TIP FOR OOE VIP ae Pee eer OTe PAN Tee Va a dr era ar rd i as dt Ad ed bTR did b35 dk dk 8448942984948 5297 PRET E PAR Ph Eb di et Ah dIE RT d Ed et TAAR PP b Ph d dee se berde PAL RED OE 
ede A EEN KREE EM EES PA PERE PAPA Ph Re dra d hie sa es sad stad Ah sd was ae hee ras de rd pie AREA R Rd d RR AE HA d hd ER sd d EER PRE bed PAAR EIE REIN EER ERA FEE ER ER SR PR Ad EN BEd AE ER RAN RIA EIER ES RE Re BRA d rd d re hrad ses a dk ek 





Hd LAAS RAPER Td EER dIE RAd SR DES Eed RA bre dd AR RYE Ed PA ARE RR Ad ER RR d Rd dk Rd RE sr d PRE RAP SE d PR I HER a AA PR HT ae da rd ENE 
gysr sour RB Ee Aa EA E EER ER 


dae Cee eee eee eee eee ee eee ee eee Nee 
RA4822.24 4 F**NN2FNÁNNTEUPETAAF*PEETSEPAb gut sed EE Ad ed Rd RA ERA d RAD eee eee eee ee eee eee eee eee cee ee PA ER PR Ah ORR Rd de d hek he eee Tee ee eee es ee es ee ee ee 2 es 


Peete eee eee ee ee eee ee eee ee eee eee eee eee RI d RAN d ee eee eee eee HARE HEER ER eee eee eee eee eee eee eee eee eee ER Ed ee | 


Oe ee ee ey 
ae re whee eer ree hee Ore AR RR eer eee er rere rae eer eer eee eer i rw hr hr DIN red dead hi eed rere bread PSR RY RA SAD TE HAD AE THEE Dt EATER Pee HEHE HARE RE REE Se 


PAP, "^ar one or OE) srgreirr re 
arr * D asisssi € Te 
wes Ina D CEEE EE E D 

> thee ener risacttias4 > 


DEA 
raap PER rrEN TOM he AR d MEd sp rK HARD RAP RA HR dd Rds Ad ot ER Rd R Rd Pe sd d RE DEAR MEE hd DEd AHAAA ER Rd Rd pd Ge 














RA RA eben EES AN FR SEAN re AE 
aas drr ER Ed FEE EL rd rd dra d vr 
“sa rrebeNAR EISE ES EER ER ETE 


NATE N ddFIETIE ERF EFR RE PP RR EET 
“aap Rd ed eerder EE ERC EE ER RA RA RE ER AA FREE ER PAP Pd 








"piep Ad hb 





Ce es RIA AAR EdEEREEN BA dB dd dT EER Hd d RR dES ERA RE TERI EA NP PIE BEA dd RI TERA RT E PROP PR PTA PA dP heb ed ph rdheh de pp ra ad drie bre d rap hap Pa pre pas pk R RR RARR RA RA Hd AT AIR RR 
PEPPER FORT RhERRTEERAAEP TE N 


re WAT EO ! 

D DT LEET ORK 
D DUT ee 

d à 


SOFTEE EEE HERE EP IN b Ak Ede TA RR 


TEPA TRaAK EE 


BrTEFFAE ere w 


BAAR AA AA EC AAR AA AA EA EECH ee ee er ee eee OE ee GE Ad 


ee TERE Fa EIE EIER ER ER SERE DALE DRR EER Rd dh PER BR dE PR RR RPA RA d PORTRET ER PAR PAR E EE PR EE TE EA PR AO EER EP FA EER ER dIE 


Ra EI Ee rrEdd ERA 


444b d s 


Pes a Pe ees ere eee OT LER PEPER TAAL d RAT EPH ER R Pd RR Ad PT eer reer hr Ed REM AI eRe RT Pe TT RA Ar HR APART OR PA RP SERA Re rae HSH HHP ESHER EHH EEE PHP er eK eaten eeeenarans 


ee ee ee pd bhsisddbdddoakb4k4d4c he sd RT d n bl d 4 d d br d» kh kd hid Pd AE N ER PAP RR AE hd AAR EP EER AE PR ER Rd ERA ERA ER PER PRE RARR RI PARE IR E PIN RE RE RR PRE RE EkE ELI EE REIN RENEE RE here sk dark k 
"ERA PEPER Ad he dee ke Rd aa bare LA RES Etat HARP ER AE EER BRA RIET rt d RARR d EE PAPA SEA PRE EA EP HTETOR ER EP hi dER PR TR TE TEER ER PIEP eI RR er Pd et Ie ekt po pR de The peda ad a rd ap RIP RE PP TR ATR EP EP RO TR FAR PARA d EER AAR PA 4 


EE e REI ep ER EA KA AER AAR STE EO PAP PR EAR SEA EE KIEREN A EIERE eee Fast EA ap EA SEA SA EEN e ed Ar dk rd Rd Ad RAN EAR EA RR ER SE RR d dd ed PP AR Ed RA ER ARIE SAM Rd ERA ds bes aas pa si 


BE DE DAE Ed 
{ a ra SEA EE EIER ESA FREE RAN Rd EKEN ER RA ER PT PR RARR RR ERA KP hd EE 





eee Add eee EER d HAM data pd derd had EER RHAd Rd ER dd RE REM dep ErR Ee RE PE 





vaR sa rk eters 


£444 FC ee AE PP PR FEE ERE SE ER EE PAR BAAR Rade Dee 


, 
47&8 P» »EREUNPbUupPUWbpeuo9tybueurspanbasdsurildsewkrt RAS hle derd d sd HA sd RI d sd dIE EA d EER BAR EE co D D 
ATR PER Ah ad EE Ad add Rd rd Ew eh E] H 
st: ge pad ée ki EA Ak EAR EA EA AAR PER RAN SERPE FEE PR PER EP RE HA FIG PEER EE a p pbthappaospturssqympsets LR P 
| &bt*b242*863*83»ií8a3*8818»5*983a3»4»*A53bo0o»éót"kbk»otdbhó*dhhaso^odbhestóbbtebtitd^*hiaetshQU4fteataosesiostfgoxqqopesodseo?p ‘ * 
Det EEN RN OF t Fm SEE moa speso s sow rw hos iom i Jos s LJ Rd akte bos d bu bs ss m lo row FERRE BE d hhh TAP TPT ESSE RATESHEET RT Th RR ERA dk RE RENE PA EER AE PR ER d ERA AR dd ER 
+e ee weer eed L4 Rd RES RR AE Rd Ek ER N RE hE h RE N dd hd k Ek Ed PER Re ran 





STEEP OEP REP eer RR AE RATE EF 





RAN én Ines baten Mar EA Ed Mr dak Ad EHd Rd RNAAR hd ER RAN RAP KAR RER Pd da BAR PAR ER dr RR RE AE Rd Rd Rd RES RO ER EA HE RAAR enanar 


Ce PET EER RE PA ERA N ERA ERA EP LE ERA PERE ER ER PES BOETA HR AR OAR PR AF 


reer Pd re need 


redes 4 APER" Rad RASPER AER EREEA dT RR enee trei dd RA d Ed dade MAA Pd de Rd 3 NA d RA E EA AE 















spree ranean 


hr CATE ET ETAT TE AEE Add DAE Rd dIE AEE EAE EER RHEE ETRE AR AAR Ah RATE RR Ad RR ASEH EPEAT EERE RR AAR PRE AE TEPER EE PEPE reer wera 


bebe pe dAEEEK 


bhh£F»tv€9ro«Avei y»"**ovwpp»yutb»tuvyottoodquorTauabsonuatdorpssváirer^artet ugtbkb»b9"bpt*»^tb»tütibkttPbhbhiiadst 


NEE EER ER EER 


Sea ee eee EL A REPRE HER AN MR TA RARR DAE DRR RR dT RE PRES EE ER ERR Rd he RR Ak Hd rt er ep PR RR 


“dd dr 99448499 4d M 8E 4499185492944 99982914»48MUb*31429*49*919*N949€4€*9TF* PA * 9» HPAP Pd HEP PTE READER FEES PPPP Fe ree ede dere ke be rd deed pd Pa spe lee re Pl ed read pre PAPA PFRHAPOAFAP FO PAS kA KRAH 
DEER REENERT EE EE EER RA EE AE PRE AE Ad »héd bkd RE APA d EP AE ER AE dd Rd Ek dk ATR N dd AA RS Rd bdo Rd hd ah sa NE EE EER Ed EP Pa PAP ERG 


re blas a eed ed 


POPE OP RATE FR EE ERR RAN EEE PER POP ra SPREI (VER POE PEE REED ad Ad 


EE DE EE OS DELE EL KOOL EECH ur UE: 
aide ste rh d e A 


PRD EE Rae Le a ea he EA RR dd RR ANASO RARR PAR AR RA PA PR RAP EP RA SR RAP ed PR AR PA Pad PAT PAR RR RAP Ra AR RED PER APA PRE bee TE pavit HAH Se PTET ET eee ete eee Te ae ea ae Eh Eh te eee ed 
N dTE dd eRRE RARR Ed RAN EE ER PERE FAR PEER EP PER TERE N BP Re N PR AF SE EAR dd da pa EAHA EE perd Rd dd RA Et ee daa ho th eer RA PP Ed d RE d RET ed dd rd d Rd Rd VA» &àtRédAptéptádhtik4dhb»sheésdibheéd d wvtNbénuhégbhuus»seanterenus 


CELIE aE EER RE 


4 WF *RPFGA ER TART ETE PEPER PAAR PR AO RPR Pa P PA ETA TE TE PRET AE OR ART AA Ie Hd bed dd red 


EE EMS: 

or eee ee eee hehe dl ee eee ee eee eee ee ee eee ee ee Ra NP © ea ote eee eee eee ee ee eee eee eee eee ee ee SAP EA EE BERE 
Di spek Pe dh 2h 44 8h THT KORE PAPA BR St 2 Pd PAP PORT TERE PORT rarreahsshbstiiséaki ts? ae LI * ee Tee PEE AS ART ERT DRA 18 RW STR 4URX 4M *ÀWEPFERPF RI KREE RB FR RR 4 4punT'ubhbsdkT'egpghunonaumos 

H 4 À 54274497 FA HEEN EP FT PR4AR INTER LAB JA RARR AR ree hd sad RI dd Ed RT SE Rd RR Ad RE RE PR d RE RI d EER hd WEVNEPRFAWARVWTARRER rR RR AE ES Br Rd Red RE AF HA Ad REF RA RA ROER RR PER Rd RI d RR ER RR er d PAR EER EF A RAAR RE hd ER pd Re ha 
ii PPP PPR ee EE Es 3&4 VF" Fh ERA d Rd EO REE EEO EET HR TERA TOOT A PT HTTP PHT TO PPE Pe Hehehe edhe we & 
E Aa Ee AE de HA AE eee eee eee EE PER AE Hap RARR AE FSP RAPTR PR PTA PAR PR Re ap ad Pe PR d rk a EA HE pa rie PA s has waa ek ad eks ek d added el erte ee ree ad ete hAdd de RPER PR EE RSA EA ER HAIR AE kAE EE 
liede “Ma Nr EN ed RARR AE RA EER RA Pad RAN PEER FR ER dk ER re eo pdp pe PTA EES EN APE EP RA PAD Rd PRE HARP Ad RARR HEN de RARR Ed RAN Rd R SEPP Rd oh ed he he d ARA dE eh d RD Rep OAR PR AR Hd si RARR Pd EER RR d Rad N pas EA E ER Sarah Pa ER N 
Wf Seer swe red wes ata a eae bd 4*étb4dt4bPYMLbCbBRLAPÜ4P oM FWÀSPAAERYVPERAT*PÜPFNSTVSSbERNSPSAF,B9 59 9F*2*7T499T»9* RPEA O PES PPE Mare Pe ra deed ee Heard ADA SPA PEEd re oe APA TREE PART FO PA P Pd OES PER PR be Rd 
Ven re ae ad ee ee ee ee a ee EP ele ads 
LO pYystseprnsssurisesqTRUdubhusbshbhrsbhbershbushitsitstésad bk b WWB* ENE Re RAP IR rd RA d PAR RR ARE EIE DIR RR VERA drd dk ed HA EER ETER RA SR de ed bu WhdUY4AR*wdiéslhceséctvithvsstspsstypypstttqa 


ES ee che CERE 


Se EREECHEN EELER Fa EE EE EE E FR Ra rd rat ras sae” 
kE Me ep a RAS PEN ARE EER RR RA Mad Än sa E Ha pd ds sed EE Kane bss roes d RR e An 
i 


CAI. 
Er Pre 







m 


Apie] 





^ 


. ^ ^ 
D 4 D D 
4 D , D ear ree eee Cee eee ee eee eee eee eee eee eee eee) 
cap dt eT eA AER EP HR RS AR RR APE CAR PER PER TAN PR OR ERA PARE Pe RR rag DÉI v5 rr OI vehent sent n éi 


Aa a a brasW4sbi3Ne|IP484* 14481017244 94'9*12x4*1R* a ee ee 


Cr LR EISE EA E AE ESA Eat ra SE Era EA EZE Ee Ss Eed EE Eat ras EE EA EEaEEEE EZE EA A ES Stan E EA SA RE EES ar 


N ERE PEPER EA rad ER distr e dd ke FRI RARR ARE ER AA RR sk Re de do 





Mes rEFERESNR N de ER EE ERA EP EEN EES aah sd hat sa EA has hr p EE Bad hle s Rd ska sk Rd RARR de IE KEER ERA EIE E Rd nb A BAR LAN RAME Ad rrsd ri aBEd HER AE EE HA RE ASE RA bhüirddbiIdfihidHhit RARR AE RS ERA ARE N sed Pg 


Ve Rd aFER ESE ee PRE PI EP Rad E NEER SE PINE HA Pas Ra FR aap ETA ras re” Ad s rd rd es Hd ed d RE rs ETE FA dd sees ht es dee here Ad HA AE vd sd Rds Rd ed ER RAAR died ede MAAR RR d FRI RI RR RARR rd rd Eer 


ER EE EE EDE ee ha i e dft iul Gelee ee d isse s el 












EDITOR/PUBLISHER 
Steve Beverly 
| "THE LAST MATCH" 
by 
r. Gerald Morton 
PHOTOGRAPHY 
Steve Bryant 
Ross Blair 
Columbus Ledger-Enquirer 
COMICS 
Bill Kunkel 
This publication is the exclusive property of and is 


copyrighted (c) 1991 by Steve Beverly. No portion may be 
reproduced without the permission of the publisher. 


&* YR PF RFJ4N* R2 * "4B LB Tx. dno ka ss bs bd hd hd RAAR PA Ad h 14 *d hk o Ed PARE d RAAR HER RR RR AAR TER PR ER RI dERE ROER RE KP Rd Rd d PERS NAN RT TRAP PER Ki RT TEE BEE RR Be Rd ea RT PR OR RE d PAPA ETE RAME VER PR PER bdk hd d dd dad 4 4 A0 
4L bd de v dh s Kéi AO AR saP Rd RARR Rd Add EER I de Hd dee set E NEE BARE + 
n aa da PUNPR ARE R DO PARE EE EER RARR AR PT APA N ERG KA KON Od Rd HT dbe AE RA AA Add ep reses ese 

* 


ti Ce b*4452495^29594.9)2*5»49TÀ8P**UW*4W*4T8E4»5ht4tusMu» 


Ss ERR HME AEN EEN RE AE SERIES ER ERR EES SES ER een den da ne EKOS RAF d Rd ht Ed b d EP aM EAR dd Rd de dd kelWr4 ^WkiVlFPFUAEMRATRAATMMMVTAAWATWAIAMAWMWAMEAVEAWREFARWETYEAW RA dARdArddrdusisayprewerqnuaa m 





EER E E t 


are eers tee ef 


jn 


i 
OORREED 


derd delde dd 


hh b te le ee Rd EEN RI E RR I EP RE kA ERA EET 


ra he saa raad EER Baar rER ME bra ME Ed SA AR ar P RE ETE Ed EE d Rd DRA d EER r RAPER EE Ed IE RE BAR PAR RAAP PAR 


“rrreedroueel 


Lanaken Rd ER ORE Ad SE RA EE RR PARA AAR EE hd RR Ad RA ERA RR Rd EIER PES BRA RE d RA HIE ER RR E PAR PRE bed ER ER HER PR PR ERA EP RE ER Pd EE ERA PER PEER E renens PER R P RA RE ER Ed MAREE BA da Rd sd dr rd 


Peap hd aTAPE 


i 


{SRR SRE RT IRR ith In our first two MATWATCH 

| “N ANNUAL publications, we 

dedicated our efforts to 

ji ; people who had departed us 

MEES ei || during the years and left us 

D || with abundant memories: 

Lë Bruiser Brody (1988) and 

i Haystacks Calhoun (1989). I 
wish 1 could share a picture 

with you of this year's honoree. He is one whom I consider my 

friend as well as a legendary name in wrestling. This is one 

year I wanted to honor someone still living and let an individual 

know what his life in wrestling has meant to me. 

Fred Ward never wrestled for the NWA world heavyweight title 
but he had a distinguished career in the ring, nonetheless, as a 
junior heavyweight. Wrestling as "Pee Wee" Ward, he was a stand- 
out in Southern rings through the war years before he retired to 
promoting in the 1950s. And promote, he did. 

Mr. Ward settled in Columbus, Georgia, and built a small frame 
building on Front Avenue in the Fountain City. Simply called The 
Sports Arena, it bordered the Chattahoochee River front near the 
old Columbus Iron Works and several of the city's textile mills, 
about a block from the main downtown business district of Broad- 
way. It was in this modest building, which seated about 1,000 
people, that Georgia wrestling legends of the 1950s were made. 

In 1958, when I was a boy of four, living on 35th Street in 
Columbus, the city built what at the time was considered a 
showplace arena, more palatial and expansive than Atlanta's aging 
City Auditorium or facilities in Macon or Savannah. The Columbus 
Municipal Auditorium seated 5,300 and was the pride of a sleeper 
community poised for explosive growth in the next two decades. 

Fred Ward promoted the first event ever in the Municipal 
Auditorium. No, it wasn't wrestling. It was the "A" show of the 
traveling troupe of "Holiday on Ice." The four nights of shows 
sold out the building and laid a foundation for a future. Mr. 
Ward went on to bring Lawrence Welk, Pat Boone, Kate Smith, the 
Ringling Brothers Barnum and Bailey Circus and a host of other 
topline acts of the day to the auditorium. His daughter, Rose 
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Ward Ogle has often told me her father took great pride in 
bringing mainline entertainment events to Columbus. 

But Mr. Ward's legend was made with a Wednesday night 
tradition:  NWA wrestling. Lou Thesz appeared on the first 
show in the auditorium. Through the years, the great and near- 
great appeared for him. Rogers, O'Connor, Kiniski, Funk, Brisco, 
Race, Flair and Georgia stars Galento, Tillet, Woods, Steinborn, 
Bockwinkel, Colt, DeMarco, Anderson, Armstrong raised the volume 
level of the little building for nearly 30 years under Mr. Ward's 
stewardship. 

He continued to use the Sports Arena as the showcase for his 
Saturday afternoon live television shows which alternated for 
years between WTVM and WRBL-TV. A real estate entrepreneur as 
well, Mr. Ward had sold the land to Fuqua Communications in 1966 
to build a new plant for the ABC affiliate. 

COLUMBUS CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING was the last local program to 
convert to color telecasting. It didn't happen until 1972, which 
made the Saturday hour an anachronism through the late sixties 
against the glorious hues of network and local news programs. 

But Mr. Ward believed in the immediacy a live broadcast created. 
Until the early 1970s when Atlanta NWA shows shifted to WTCG and 
morning tapings, scheduling Georgia wrestlers between Atlanta and 
Columbus on Saturdays created a monster headache (and for years, 
Mr. Ward taped a separate show for his Macon viewers). I recail 
once in 1974 when Mr. Wrestling II and Buddy Colt headed a crew 
which had done two hours of TV in Atlanta at 10 a.m., driven to 
Columbus for the 4:00 live show for WRBL, then flew in private 
planes to make an 8:00 card in my little hometown of Waycross. 

Mr. Ward believed in wrestling, as violent as it often was, 
being family entertainment. He and his wife Frances would greet 
regular ticketbuyers as they arrived as if they were family. But 
they also prowled the aisles and if you uttered a profanity, you 
went out---no questions asked. They didn't want you spoiling 
things for others. 

When I returned to Columbus as a young reporter/anchor in 
1976, Mr. Ward immediately befriended me. Shortly after 
arriving, my boss discovered I knew a little something about 
wrestling. So, we experiment with me on the 11:00 news on 
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Wednesday nights calling the play-by-play of about a minute and 
15 seconds of clips from the evening's matches during sports. If 
the arena show ran long, we sweated staying until the last 
possible minute, then rushing back the film (we didn't yet have 
the immediacy of videotape) for processing and fast editing onto 
the master show reel. | 

It was amazing. I called it straight, same as I'd watched 
Gordon Solie and Ed Capral do for years. I introduced the terms 
"thumb-to-the-throat" and "face-is-a-crimson-mask" to the local 
news audience. Mr. Ward loved it. The wrestling fans thought I 
was giving them an honest recap of the show and the non-fans felt 
I was strictly lampooning. 

Every time I appeared on Saturdays at the arena, Mr. Ward 


would introduce me before the show as if I was a celebrity. 
would spend many weekend afternoons enjoying the thrills of my 
youth. I rarely saw Mr. Ward without a smile. Except twice. 


Once, when Thunderbolt Patterson began spewing profanities live 
on the air. T'bolt was suspended from the next week's show. 
When he did it again, Patterson was fired. I asked Mr. Ward 
about it. He told me, "Steve, when things are unpleasant, some- 
times, you'd rather not talk about them. This is one of them." 

On one other occasion, Mr. Ward had set up a battle royal with 
a "£3,000" jackpot for the winner. The usual cosmetic check was 
presented to the survivor, Austin Idol. Only Idol went to the 
bank and cashed the dummy check. Idol, to my knowledge, never 
worked for Fred Ward again. 

The 1980s were somewhat wistful for Mr. Ward. He acknowledged 
the money and momentum being built by Vince McMahon. He had been 
close friends with McMahon Sr. During the years when Mr. Ward 
was second vice president of the National Wrestling Alliance, he 
and the elder McMahon had shared time together at the Las Vegas 
conventions. But Mr. Ward didn't like what was happening to the 
industry. In 1984, when McMahon pulled a power play and gained 
controlling interest in Georgia Championship Wrestling, Inc., and 
its weekly three hours on Ted Turner's WTBS, Mr. Ward and his 
son-in-law Ralph Freed helped Ole Anderson bankroll a morning 
hour, CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING FROM GEORGIA, on the SuperStation. 
But the money was drying up to continue to pay rising stars such 
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major stars such as Jake Roberts, Ted DiBiase and the Road 
Warriors. Those who didn't vault straight to Titan Sports went 
to work for Bill Watts or Verne Gagne. 

When Jim Crockett finally gained control of the WTBS time from 
McMahon in 1985, the old Saturday shows at the Sports Arena in 
Columbus ended and with it an era of wrestling folklore. Mr. 
Ward continued to be the name promoter for Columbus, Macon and 
Albany under the Crockett banner until early 1989. But he could 
no longer structure the shows and orient them toward the local 
fans. The locals were primed by the same generic shows the rest 
of the country was seeing and the old feeling of having "our 
wrestlers" coming to town week after week was lost. 

Publicly, I never heard Fred Ward express one word of 
bitterness. About six months after I began doing MATWATCH, I 
showed up at the Columbus auditorium after almost a decade away 
and Mr. Ward, now as white of hair as Bob Barker, sought me out 
and hugged my neck. He told me he'd missed me and was truly glad 
to see me. I felt as if I was at a family reunion. 

Later that night, Mr. Ward told me, "Steve, it's just not like 
it used to be. 1 can make recommendations but they don't usually 
listen to me much. It's never going to be the same. There's too 
much money in it and too much TV. I've had a good run and I'll 
be okay. But I can't help but worry if they're not going to kili 
it. That almost happened in the fifties when so much was on TV 
but TV wasn't in every home like it is now." 

A few weeks later, one of my best friends, Columbus newspaper 
columnist Richard Hyatt, told me of a similar conversation with 
Mr. Ward. "He just called me out of nowhere one day," Richard 
said. "He asked me to have lunch with him and he said he just 
wanted to tell me he'd always liked me and wanted me to know it." 

The new generation will never know how what Fred Ward did for 
wrestling over four decades paved the way for what the McMahons, 
the Turners, the Jarretts and possibly the Pedicinos of the world 
are able to do today. Mr. Ward is enjoying retirement near Green 
Island Country Club in Columbus. I wish more of you could know 
him. You would like him. It is in that spirit we dedicate the 
MATWATCH 1990 ANNUAL to Fred C. Ward with a thank-you note for 
being the wrestling legend he is. 
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Shall we begin by reviewing a list of considerations for the 


year 1990?: 


***THE ULTIMATE WARRIOR: The man who benefited 
from the most massive buildup for a major title 
change in wrestling history and had been for 
more than a year groomed to become Hulk Hogan's 
heir apparent. But through circumstances not 
totally within his own control, he is yet to 
live up to the WWF expectations. 


***STING: Again, a can't miss successor to Ric 
Flair's throne who shot a blank, again through 
no total fault of his own. 


I 


d 


n 


EL EE EE 


| 
j| 
| 


e ARRON 








8 


***HULK HOGAN: We gave serious consideration to 
this one, even though he lost the belt. Why? He 
was deified even more than ever in dropping the 
the title to the Warrior and the last half of 
1990 proved how difficult it is for the WWF to 
draw without Hogan. But we ruled this one out 
because of Hogan's limited schedule. 


 ***OLE ANDERSON: No, I didn't have too much egg 
nog for Christmas. It's just that as in years 
when TIME magazine has selected a news figure 
one might consider a villain, simply because of 
his or her influence on the news, Anderson came 
close to getting the nod because his seven-month 
WCW booking tenure epitomized the theme of this 
annual, WHAT WENT WRONG??? 


***JERRY LAWLER: This man had to display his 
underrated versatility more than in any of his 
past years in the business. He began 1990 as a 
heavy, insulting heel, displaying some of the 
most talented commentary in television. He then 
turned in late spring, culminating a series in 
which he dropped the USWA belt to Memphis black 
favorite Snowman. Plus, his involvement in the 
most celebrated angle of the year is detailed 
at length in the annual. But none of these 
efforts resulted in dramatic gate turnarounds 
in Memphis and Lawler shows increasing signs of 
succumbing to the Dusty Rhodes syndrome of not 
being able to let go of the central spotlight. 


***DENNIS CORALUZZO AND JOEL GOODHART: For pro- 
moting a card with heart, the benefit for ailing 
performer.Tom Robinson, which brought together 
some of this country's greatest independent stars, 
But MATWATCH is a TV-oriented publication and 
this was not affiliated with television. 
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But our decision is to present the MATWATCH PERSON OF THE YEAR 
AWARD to a collective entity, the television wrestling viewer: 
which includes you. We do so because the television viewer has 
grown more expectant and been more disappointed in 1990 than in 
any recent year. He has been treated to more nationally-distrib- 
uted television wrestling shows than in any given year and with 
the exception of a few hot-shot specials, is watching them with 
less frequency. Pardon me ladies if I refer to the generic "he" 
but the "she" of the wrestling TV viewer has had to endure 
equally as much. 

The year 1990 saw a Thanksgiving week of prime time wrestling 
(see MATWATCH TOP 15 NEWS STORIES OF THE YEAR) on three different 
broadcast and cable entities which saw ratings decline over year- 
ago levels on virtually every special. 

The fan was subjected during 1990 to blatant and ugly racism 
(the TBS Ole Anderson-Ric Flair-Rocky King-Junkyard Dog angle), 
ill-timed tastelessness in an American soldier-turned-traitor 
angle (Sgt. Slaughter as Saddam Hussein follower), an attempted 
live murder (the Eddie Gilbert-Jerry Lawler car rundown angle), 
weekly sexist catfights with raised skirts and torn blouses (the 
Tessa-Dirty White Girl battles in Memphis) and a double gang war 
(The Four Horsemen vs. The Dudes with Attitudes). All of this 
came from television screens and yet, arena attendance continued 
to decline and television ratings stayed either flat or fell 
after the first quarter. 

The viewer was given two new national standardbearers (The 
Warrior and Sting) which market research had indicated would ring 
the bell with younger people and sell a lot of products. The 
public bought neither, though the fault has to be placed at the 
foot of critical post-title marketing mistakes by both the WWF 
and WCW. An attempt at a black champion (Snowman in USWA) failed 
because he was never marketed at more than the Mem- phis audience 
and, then, not at a crossover demographic following. 

The viewer was asked to buy into a mystery which went on about 
three months too long (The Black Scorpion) and was rejected when 
the wrestler turned into a magician. The pay-per-view watcher 
was asked to accept a movie character as a title star of a show 
in the nation's capitol and then, the star (Robocop) appeared 
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only for a fleeting moment. He was asked to get excited about a 
cage match (Flair-Luger) which would ultimately decide the fate 
of a belt but the champion's manager (Woman) was allowed inside 
the cage during the match. 

The viewer saw Turner Broadcasting produce a unilaterally bad 
CLASH OF THE CHAMPIONS (Thanksgiving Thunder) and was asked to 
believe Curtis Hughes, The Nightstalker and the Motor City Madman 
were ready for big-time main event competition. Vince McMahon 
kept trying to make fans believe Dino Bravo is a great star. 

Wrestling TV viewers were asked to get excited one more time 
about a fat man in polkadots (Dusty Rhodes) being deserted by 
supposed friends. They didn't and cheered when he lost. The 
viewer was asked to regenerate interest in a giant (El Gigante) 
but was smart enough to see this former basketball player was not 
ready for competition. 

The viewer was subjected to continued shuffling of announcers 
on programs, with the exception of Jim Ross, Lance Russell and 
Vince McMahon and found it hard to focus on who was on what show. 
The TV MATWATCHer, at least the young one, began to embrace a 
fuzzy character named Norman and just as he began to click, a new 
booker decided he didn't fit the puzzle. 

The 1990 TV viewer was told the Road Warriors couldn't be the 
Road Warriors any more, was denied a second year of the innova- 
tive humor of Terry Funk, lost a national treasure in Jesse Ven- 
tura, had to search like authorities for a kidnap victim to find 
Jim Cornette and watched a coming star (Cactus Jack Manson) be 
told on-air by his booker to "take a powder, get out of my face, 
just go." And the booker wasn't just playing an angle. 

The viewer had his/her moments. Paul E. Dangerously returned 
to a national slot, Hulk Hogan was immortalized in a brilliant 
video, Curt Hennig was perhaps the best ring performer on Ameri- 
can television until he had to face Kerry Von Erich, Ventura was 
never better than on the Hogan-Warrior title change, Ross had one 
of his finest performances on the Sting-Flair title switch and 
Lance Russell aged like the best of Ernest and Juiio Gallo. 

But he/she also had to endure Monday nights with Herb Abrams 
(though one wonders if more than absolute hardcores did), the 
Junkyard Dog vs. Moondog Rex on pay-per-view, Several Bravo, War- 
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lord and Bad News Brown matches for which one was asked to pay to 
watch in one's own home and should have demanded a rebate, a 
cigar-smoking woman (Vicious Vicki in Memphis), Norman as a truck 
driver, Leon Spinks as a referee, Brad Armstrong as a Candyman 
and McMahon cheapening a life-threatening injury to Brutus Beef- 
cake as merely another element of a wrestling storyline. 

This was the year when the viewer finally told promotions it 
was wise to the fact that major titles don't change hands unless 
cameras are rolling (though WCW attempted to do so with no lenses 
at its fall Meadowlands show and the WWF changed a title for an 
NBC show, then didn't air it and decided the match was never 
held) and stayed home more. The year 1990 saw the television 
excesses, in both saturation and storylines, of the explosion 
which began in 1984 catch up with themselves and planted the seed 
for viewers to turn sets off in greater numbers in 1991. 

Perhaps my influence in making a choice for this award came 
from a column I wrote in MATWATCH in June 1990, one which stirred 
controversy in some wrestling circles, entitled "I Think I've 
Seen It All Before." So many of the television angles finally 
appeared to be little more than recyclings of episodes I've seen 
time and again in the past 25 years, only a cast member here or 
there was different. If the viewer is like me, he has a high 
level of expectation and saw very little originality during 1990, 
And he/she was left wondering if things would get any better in 
the year to come or would more people do as former MATWATCHer Bob 
Luedhe, who wrote to say, "Cancel my subscription. I am no 
longer a wrestling fan." 

The wrestling television viewer was asked to endure a lot 
which did not satisfy him/her in 1990 and deserves a special 
recognition, if for no other reason than hanging in there through 
it all. The 1990 MATWATCH PERSON OF THE YEAR is The Television 
Wrestling Viewer with a wistful hope that at least one someone in 
the industry can grab 1991 by the throat and make it his or her 
own and place the award back where it belongs---to people like 
Eddie Gilbert and Terry Funk, who made each of the two previous 
years special. 
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He was a born 
and bred Georgia 
Bulldog. But he 
had a chance to 
play with a 
little passing 
fad called tele- 
vision. And he 
was good at it 

He worked at 
the same tele- 
vision station 
as a young per- 
sonality who for 
17 years emceed 
a local amateur 
hour called 
STARS OF 
TOMORROW. In 
the early days 
of pro wrestling 


Imm 


ED CAPRAL i on TV, he did 
Matwatcher of the Year (Right) the comercials 


With Former Boxing Champ Jersey Joe Walcott on a weekly hour 
called LIVE AT- 





LANTA WRESTLING. 
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He understudied a top-flight announcer named Ray McKay, doing commercials 
for LIVE ATLANTA and occasionally, sitting in as a guest color commentator 
before the audience knew what color meant. | 

One week, McKay told him of vacation plans. "Ed," said McKay, "I want you 
to do the show next week---by yourself." The young announcer gulped and 
volunteered that he would try, though he couldn't figure out why McKay would 
want him----he was a good ad pitchman and booth announcer but he'd never 
called play-by-play. 

He became caught up in the enthusiasm of the live hour and the audience 
seemed to respond to his work. During the week, he learned McKay would again 
be gone the next Saturday. In fact, McKay never came back. With few excep- 
tions for vacations over the next 20 years, Ed Capral never left. 

Within a couple of years, he was known as The Voice of Wrestling and as 
Atlanta grew in stature as a city, so did Ed Capral's reputation. Many 
wrestling announcers become associated with specific grapplers through the 
years. With Gordon Solie, it was Eddie Graham---then a succession of younger 
performers, including Jack Brisco, Tim Woods, Dusty Rhodes and Roddy Piper. 
With Capral, it was Freddie Blassie, a man Ed has called "the greatest 
personality I ever worked with." Blassie made his excursions to Madison 
Square Garden and to Los Angeles but never strayed far from his Georgia roots. 

Blassie became Capral's perpetual antagonist. Legend has it Capral was the 
first announcer to whom Blassie ever used the term "pencil-necked geek." The 
tete-a-tete continued until the late fifties when Blassie had "irritated" 
Capral so much the red-headed king of mike men agreed to team with Georgia 
star Don McIntyre in a match against Blassie at the Atlanta City Auditorium. 
Once asked on the air if he'd ever had a wrestling career, Capral said, "Yes, 
Sir. I had some matches. I had eight and lost eight." 

As the sixties blossomed, Blassie developed kidney problems and heels such 
as Dr. Jerry Graham and Mario Galento took over the Georgia scene. In 1961, 
Capral's commercial announcer was a young man who would eventually go on to 
stardom of his own---Tom Snyder. Occasionally, on hís old NBC TOMORROW show 
and on his ABC Radio talkfest, Snyder has recalled his days with his "good 
friend" Capral. One recollection: "I remember the night Ed was intensely 
calling this match with Dr. Jerry Graham and an absolutely hopeless opponent. 
The good doctor was beating the poor fellow to a pulp when he started bleed- 
ing. And Dr. Graham moved in and with his teeth, began to gnaw on the poor 
guy. "There was Ed getting more and more into this and so was the crowd. 
There they were: adult people screaming over a grown man....biting a scab." 
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Between 1954 and 1974, Ed Capral called matches of nearly every great 
competitor in wrestling, including some of the most spectacular upsets. He 
was there when Enrique and Alberto (later Ramon) Torres became the NWA world 
tag team champions and began a three-year reign as the most dominant team in 
wrestling. He once irritated referee/color announcer Leo Garibaldi (much to 
the delight of fans who quickly wearied of Garibaldi) on air to the point Leo 
left the table. He presided over the reformed Galento bringing out a double- 
barrel shotgun to chase away the evil Medics. He catapulted El Mongol to 
stardom, as the purported first man to defeat Mr. Wrestling (Woods). He 
called the first Georgia match in which Lars Anderson (Larry Heinimini) was 
defeated (by Woods). 

Ed's secret to his longevity and success was in never intruding on the 
action. He doesn't talk much about his wrestling days, preferring to enjoy 
retirement in Panama City FL. But in my graduate research at Auburn 
University, Ed told me his formula: "The older guys in the business: myself, 
Gordon Solie and Bob Caudle treated wrestling just like an NFL game on Sunday. 
We'd set up the matchups with strengths and weaknesses and we tried to do a 
legitimate sports-oriented cammentary. In those days, that's what people 
wanted." He did it well enough that his voice was in demand as a substitute 
announcer all over the country. He was a frequent fill-in for Solie in 
Florida and presided (with Jim Crockett Sr.) over the day Dick Murdoch and 
Rene Goulet walked out on The Great Malenko on CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING FROM 
FLORIDA, turning Malenko babyface. He called a San Francisco TV match between 
Red Bastein and Johnny Valentine, in which Bastein won but Valentine destroyed 
Red in the post-match. 

1f Gordon Solie was the Walter Cronkite of wrestling, Capral was the Chet 
Huntley, always careful to maintain enough neutrality to wear well, though you 
knew Ed didn't really like the heels. Until one day. Butcher Vachon, who had 
lost a loser-leave-Georgia match two months earlier, was shown in a still shot 
on a boat "in his native Canada" at the beginning of the BIG TIME WRESTLING 
broadcast in October 1967. For those two months, a masked Oriental character 
with the label of Oki Yama had terrorized Georgia, with a style as well- 
disguised as Ric Flair did as The Black Scorpion. Enrique Torres and the 
second-year veteran Bob Armstrong took on Yama and El Mongol in what turned 
out to be one of the top tag matches of the year. Torres was on the verge of 
applying his patented airplane spin finish when Yama reversed the maneuver 
into a swinging “hangman's hold," a trademark of Vachon. Capral suddenly went 
berserk, or at least as out-of-character wild as Ed could get. "Look, Leo. 
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That's the Butcher's favorite hold. Oki Yama is using the swinging hangmen. 
That's Butcher Vachon's...." 

"Ah, Ed...you don't think?" | 

"I certainly do and I'm going to get to the bottam of this when we come 
back from this commercial." 

Only Ed didn't get to the bottom of it. He jumped in the garbage can and 
stomped on it. Without a blink after the break, Ed turned to manager Dandy 
Jack Crawford and proclaimed: "I want the fans in the studio to hear it. I 
want you to hear this. I want the fans at home to hear it. This man---Oki 
Yama---is THE BUTCHER VACHON!!!" The 80 or so regulars in the WAII-TV 
audience went nuts. It was literally the only time I ever saw Ed Capral jump 
across the line into advocacy and it popped the crowd and the home audience 
because it was so out-of-character. Yes, it sold tickets for the next two 
months. 

In 1972, Ed saw wrestling begin an era which would eventually change its 
face on a national basis. After 18 years on the ABC affiliate, the NWA show, 
now called GEORGIA CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING moved to Ted Turner's WICG, a small 
independent struggling for identity. "I'd known Ted for a number of years and 
he'd ask me every time he'd see me, 'Why don't you bring the wrestling over to 
my station?' We didn't seriously consider it because we were doing well on 
Channel 11," Ed told me about two years ago. "But then WQXI got a new general 
manager who decided to change things around. He moved us out of our tradi- 
tional 6:30 time slot and put us on at ll. That was the first mistake. Then, 
he got the idea of putting us on after Monday Night Football, so we were 
trying to sell the Friday night shows in Atlanta with a show that aired after 
midnight on Monday nights. That didn't work. So, we made the move to Ted." 

Turner promised promoter Paul Jones and promotion owners Tom Renesto and 
Ray Gunkel a permanent move back to 6:00 (opposite the local newscasts in 
Atlanta) Saturdays and a repeat showing every Wednesday night at 10. GEORGIA 
CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING, within three months, became the breakthrough show 
Turner was seeking to get advertisers to seek out his channel. "We became the 
first show ever to deliver more than 100,000 homes on Channel 17 and quickly 
became the number one show on the station. We'd cream the news on the other 
stations." 

But July 1972 would be fateful for Capral's career and the long-term 
direction of Georgia wrestling. Ray Gunkel died in a dressing room of a heart 
attack at 48 after a match in Savannah with Ox Baker. Two weeks later, his 
wife, the late Ann Gunkel, appeared at the wrestling office ready to go to 
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work. This set off a chain reaction power struggle betweeen Ms. Gunkel and 
promoter Jones, who assumed he was in control. By the first week in December, 
Ann walked out of the office and took 25 of the 27 NWA wrestlers with her. 
Only Bob Armstrong and Roberto Soto remained with Jones. Ed Capral, likewise, 
faced a critical decision. 

"I was very close to Ray and Ann personally," Capral said, "and I was 
extremely close to Paul Jones. But I made the decision to go with Ann." A 
compromise was reached with WICG and for the next two years, GEORGIA 
CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING, which temporarily had to be infused with commuting 
talent from Florida and veterans such as Eddie Graham, Don Curtis and Hiro 
Matsuda coming out of retirement, aired at 6 p.m., followed by ALL-SOUTH 
CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING at 7. 

ALL-SOUTH, with Ed Capral as host, became the first Southeastern wrestling 
show to be taped in actual arenas. That continued for a year until the remote 
facilities became too expensive and the show returned to the WTCG studio. For 
two years, the NWA-affiliated GCW group duked it out with ALL-SOUTH. GCW was 
the first to use The Omi for wrestling and began running unprecedented twice- 
weekly house shows (Tuesdays and Fridays) to counteract the Tuesday night 
shows of ALL-SOUTH. But in the second year, ALL-SOUTH began to wear down 
against the enormous popularity of GCW's Mr. Wrestling II and the bankrolling 
of major national talent to appear in the Omni. A last-ditch effort of Joe 
Hamilton unmasking as Assassin II did not light a fire. Failure to produce 
announced stars such as Dick the Bruiser and Bruno Sammartino left fans with a 
disappointed taste. Finally, two weeks before Thanksgiving in 1974, Ed Capral 
called his last Georgia TV match, slightly more than 20 years after his debut 
on the old Channel 8 in Atlanta. Ann Gunkel sold out to Paul Jones. 

Ed went on to host Jim Crockett's WIDE WORLD WRESTLING from 1974 to 1977, 
where he became associated with the young Ric Flair. “Flair, even at that 
age, was the greatest showman I ever saw in wrestling," said Capral. “I knew 
he was headed for a big career." | 

Were it not for his fateful 1972 decision, Ed Capral would have gone on to 
become the major star on the SuperStation, instead of Gordon Solie, who 
replaced him on WTCG (later WTBS). It could have been Capral Roddy Piper 
saved from an attack by Don Muraco. It would have been Capral who introduced 
the Freebirds to a national cable satellite audience. Capral would have been 
around when Ole Anderson finally gave up the ghost in 1984 and sold out to 
Vince McMahon Jr. He may even today be the host of the WRESTLING NEWS NETWORK 
on the WOW POWER HOUR. Or would he? 
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Capral, who doesn't talk much now about his wrestling days and refuses to 
knock the changes in the sport (though same acquaintances say he isn't fond of 
them at all) but remembers his years fondly as having "made me a good living," 
probably would have retired before the massive explosion of the eighties. "I 
woke up one morning and realized I was 50 years old and it was time to move 
on," Capral told me. "This is a young man's business. I was young when I 
Started and I had a good run but it was time to move on to other things." 

Those other things have included a comfortable semi-retirement on the Gulf 
Coast of Florida, an advertising agency which still handles accounts in 
Northwest Florida and Alabama, and a happy life with his wife. I remember my 
first conversation with Ed and it was like a stupid kid meeting one of his 
heroes: "I'm one of those many people who has met you through the years but 
whom you don't remember. 1 met you in Atlanta when I came to BIG TIME 
WRESTLING a couple of times in the sixties but growing up, you were one of my 
idols and I want to tell you how much enjoyment you brought me through the 
years. In a sense, you're one of the people who influenced me to get into 
this crazy business of broadcasting." 

Ed thanked me, a bit embarrassed, but said it's not unlike how he and his 
wife feel about another performer. "We've always said if we ever crossed 
paths with Andy Griffith, we'd probably act like tourists just telling him how 
much we've enjoyed his shows through the years and still do." 

Capral came out of retirement one time: in 1985 for Joe Pedicino's two- 
hour documentary, "The History of Professional Wrestling in Atlanta." He did 
so because it was dedicated to Paul Jones. Ironically, Ann Gunkel also 
appeared on the show. Ed brought some of his old newspaper SES and an 
old tape of an ALL-SOUTH match was presented. 

Since 1989, Ed Capral has been a MATWATCHer....and a frequent pen pal. 
That same year, we named our MATWATCH All-Star team of the ten top play-by- 
play announcers ever and Ed was number one. And likely, he always will be. 
He was, first and foremost, a broadcaster and a great one. And I've often 
said the top three promotions in America would do well to bring in Ed as a 
consultant to coach young announcing talent. In my book, he wrote the book. 

With sincere pleasure, we name ED CAPRAL our third MATWATCHER OF THE YEAR 
with a fond hope that one day, he'll find it in himself to come out of 
retirement just one time and let us hear that dynamic voice. Ed, thanks for 
the memories. 
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WAHA T 
WENT 


WRONG??? 


Hardcore fans would 
argue through eternity 
whether the use or misuse 
of Mike Shaw as Normen is 
a major part of what went 
wrong in 1990. But the 
reality is Norman was a 
solid breakthrough 
WEE EIERE EN mm DONIS seg prom e character for World Champi- 

: onship Wrestling with children 
and not capitalized on for his 
marketing possibilities. 

Over the next pages, the 
MATWATCH 1990 ANNUAL examines 
literally WHAT WENT WRONG 
during the past year, one of 
wrestling's most indifferent 
and decadent in more than ten 
years. Its personalities, its 
promotional foulups, its 
arguably questionable booking 
decisions, its television 
weaknesses may have made the 
beginning of the 1990s a 
pivotal period for the ring's 
future. 
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To call the wrestling year 1990 lackluster is like saying a 
fly will go after an open sandwich at a summer picnic. Wrest- 
ling, like any other forms of popular entertainment goes through 
down cycles. One recalls in 1984, when not one situation comedy 
finished in the Nielsen top ten for the first time in history and 
some critics declared sitcoms a dying art form. That fall, a 
smail phenomenon called THE COSBY SHOW emerged as one of TV's 
quickest resurrections. 

Wrestling is not dead but it has some serious ailments which 
need surgery. How did it get that way? It didn't start in 1990 
but several compound fractures brought on the current rupture. 
The MATWATCH 1990 ANNUAL analysis examines several reasons as to 
WHAT WENT WRONG: 





In the marvelous book THE ANDY GRIFFITH SHOW, Andy tells how 
the first 13 weeks after Don Knotts left the show were among the 
worst days of his career. The producers made the cardinal error 
of trying to replace the institution of Barney Fife. Young 
standup comedian Jack Burns was brought on as Warren Ferguson, 
the obnoxious "huh?-yeah-huh?-yeah-huh?" wisecracker as Andy's 


new deputy. "I got all strung out," Andy says in the book. "We 
were giving him Don Knotts material and it wasn't working at 
all." In fact, if one studies the series closely in reruns, one 


Senses the discomfort Andy Taylor, hence Andy Griffith, felt with 
the chemistry. Some of the episodes are grating to watch of 
perhaps television's most enduring series. 
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Taking this analogy, one can relate the difficulties Titan 
Sports has had in passing its torch from the biggest mainline 
celebrity in wrestling history. In one instance, Titan made a 
prudent move in pulling Ultimate Warrior from television for the 
first four weeks after his victory over Hulk Hogan at WRESTLEMA- 
NIA VI, except for interviews and one victory run across the ring 
area. But Titan had taken the Warrior and given him Hulk Hogan 
material but didn't let Hogan fade into a supporting role. 

However, the immediate focus shifted to Jesse Ventura's tag 
line from the end of WRESTLEMANIA, "Hulkamania just may live 
forever." For nearly two months, Hogan was, for all intents and 
purposes, still champion, reminiscent of the aftermath of Muham- 
mad Ali's loss to Joe Frazier in 1971 for the world heavyweight 
boxing title. Frazier was beaten to a pulp in victory, wound up 
in the hospital for a week and Ali went around telling the media 
he was rooked out of the title and was still the "people's champ- 
ion." Frazier never gained the respect he deserved for his 13th 
round knockdown of Ali and always lived in the shadow of the 
Louisville Lip. 

In addition, the Warrior character was shifted to a “dark 
side" focus, which was a second cousin to Kevin Sullivan's old 
"lady of the lake" storylines, in becoming a counterpoint to 
Hogan for the title. McMahon was somewhat cornered himself, in 
that no heel in the group was convincing enough to score an upset 
on Hogan for a short-term villain title reign (a la Ivan Koloff 
and Stan Stasiak in the 1970s and the Iron Sheik in 1983) and 
Warrior had to evolve into an "almost-but-not-quite" heel state 
to provide suitable contrast for the showdown. 

Third, the factor remains that Warrior beat the most popular 
character in wrestling history. One analogy I have often drawn 
is the difficulty Jack Nicklaus had in achieving mass popularity 
with golf fans until Arnold Palmer was well past his prime in the 
mid-1970s. Why? Because from the 1963 U.S. Open, Nicklaus habi- 
tually beat Palmer and that was mortal sin to do The King. The 
extraordinary cheers Nicklaus heard when he won his sixth Masters 
at the age of 46 in 1986 was dramatic contrast to the 1967 event 
at Augusta when a fan yelled, "Top that, Fat Jack," from the 13th 
fairway. Jim Hellwig's character had developed a charisma with a 
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younger generation of fans but the win over Hogan was a line the 
Warrior could not cross without violating sanctity. 

As late as SUMMER SLAM, Warrior was still decidedly in Hogan's 
Shadow. The Ultimate Warrior-Rick Rude confrontations were a 
natural followup to Rude's win over the Warrior at WRESTLEMANIA 
V. But so much emphasis was placed on the Hogan revenge match 
against Earthquake, preceded by the enormous sympathy card 
campaign, that the Warrior-Rude cage match in Philadelphia had no 
chance to serve as anything but an anticlimax. 

1s the answer to do to Warrior as Democrats did to Jimmy 
Carter in 1980? Hardly. The character needs two solid years on 
top to buiid and prove whether The Ultimate Warrior can develop 
into the promotion standard-bearer, reasonably out of Hogan's 
shroud. In a sense, it's like Tim Conway's many television 
efforts to be a headliner. Conway has been one of the medium's 
most beloved supporting sketch comedians but has never experi- 
enced blowout success as a lead performer. The same has been 
true with Don Knotts, post-ANDY GRIFFITH. But the "dump Warrior" 
Skeptics are reacting much too radically for the time elapsed. 





This time last year, many of us were confounded as to why the 
long-awaited babyface turn of Ric Flair had failed to send crowds 
Soaring. Certainly, his dramatic return after an ll-week layoff 
at the 1989 Baltimore GREAT AMERICAN BASH signaled an extraordin- 
ary response. The Terry Funk series had the promise of rekind- 
ling the fire in those who felt the Ricky Steamboat-family unit 
contrast to Flair was weak, despite their dramatic battles. Funk 
was a character and a heel which transcended the old school of 
high workrate with 1980s sizzle. If nothing else, Flair had the 
ultimate charisma people wanted to see in a popular heavyweight 
champion during the five long years of the Dusty Rhodes regime. 

I have theorized on why Flair-as-babyface failed in 1989-90 
when it was an enormous success in the early 1980s for an exten- 
ded period. Ultimately, the reason is simple: this time, Flair 
didn't turn---his opponents merely changed. And in today's TV 
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era, Flair could have set a different standard as to a macho 
image for a wrestler which could have lasted well into the 1990s 
and prolonged his championship reign. Probably the fact that he 
assumed his own booking chores at the time and conflicts with the 
WCW front office enveloped the problem. 

My close confidante Dick Bourne, one of the great Flair 
followers of the era, particularly in his years of dominance in 
the Carolinas, points out a key to the entire issue---and it 
involves the use of television, of which Flair has been a master. 
"When Ric became a babyface in the early '80s, he would look 
right into the camera and instead of the yelling and screaming 
Ric Flair, he would deliver the most sincere, calm, deliberate 
but believable interview, which had you convinced he was 
concerned about the heel challenger but you knew he'd come 
through it," says Bourne. That's the Flair I feel many of us 
needed to see for there to be a true transformation. He came 
close to it during the interview Jim Ross did in June 1989 in the 
GUTS AND GLORY special while still in the neck brace. But we 
never saw any of that Flair after that. He was still predomi- 
nantly the same high-stylin', profilin' Flair, still the Nature 
Boy and it was not enough of a change to effect a true turn. 

TBS also has to be a co-indicted conspirator here. The marketing 
of Flair-as-babyface was as weak, if not weaker than the WWF 
efforts with Ultimate Warrior. The very week Flair returned to 
action, Turner Home Entertainment should have had ready a “Best 
of Ric Flair" home video, which I was told as early as 1988 was 
in development. The living keepsake of a Flair career video 
would have been a hot seller and enhanced his new image. Flair, 
himself, could have introduced it with a personal 

message to fans. In addition, an announced Ric Flair book never 
materialized and such a volume as a TV companion could have 
further elevated the Flair image. No less an expert than Funk 
told me the night before last year's WRESTLE WAR that the image 
of Flair needed to be shifted from the "nature boy" to the true 
"living legend" that he should be and the marketing was simply 
incorrect. | 

I have dipped back into 1989 for support in my view that the 
February 1990 retransformation to a heel was much too quick for 
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Flair and not, in my view, necessary for Sting to have had an 
effective launch as champion. In fact, a Sting upset over a 
babyface Flair with Ric raising Sting's hand at the end may have 
done more to launch Sting into an effective run as champion than 
the abortion of 1990. Flair would have had more options as a 
"living legend" who had passed the torch, yet still had enough in 
him to make another run at the top. Flair-Stan Hansen or Flair- 
Sid Vicious could have been an fresh programs for Ric and he 
could have escaped the still-lingering dilution of the Four 
Horsemen gang which weakened his latter years as champion. 


RETURN OF THE GANGS 


Professional wrestling sufferes from some of the same faults 
of network television and one should not be surprised, consider- 
ing how each feeds off each other. One key shortcoming is in not 
knowing when to let long-in-the-tooth characters, feuds or images 
die. Can one honestly argue that DALLAS is a series, now in its 
14th season, which should still be on the air? Now that most of 
the COSBY kids are grown, can that beloved series ever recapture 
its original magic? Only a unique show such as CHEERS can sur- 
vive subtle changes and be a number one hit after nine seasons. 

The revival of the NWA's gangs is another arguable reason as 
to what went wrong in 1990 and a key factor in why Sting's start 
as NWA world champion was a weak one. The popularity of the Four 
Horsemen, along with Randy Savage's emergence in 1985 as a WWF 
heel, was the keynote of the antihero image which has character- 
ized pro wrestling in its last half-decade. The original Flair- 
Andersons-Blanchard combination engineered a tremendous surge of 
unintended babyface reactions, even if it did dilute Flair's abi- 
ity to be a dominant champion. The shift of Lex Luger into the 
foursome, particularly when Ole was fighting against them, con- 
tinued to be effective. But once Tully Blanchard and Arn Ander- 
son left for the WWF, the Horsemen were dead and it was time 
to declare a funeral. Membership in the Horsemen was shifting 
almost as much as the direction of a beach seabreeze. 
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To revive the heel Horsemen in 1990 with their confusing 
membership roll was like trying to bring back LEAVE IT TO BEAVER 
as a series. Sure, Universal made 100 episodes but it simply 
wasn't like watching the 1950s Beav. But Ole Anderson's decision 
to compound the Horsemen with a rival gang was like pouring salt 
on salt. People wanted to see a decisive Flair-Sting confronta- 
tion without the constant run-ins, threats of interference and 
hanging shroud of a clouded decision. To put Sting in a situa- 
tion where he needed his own gang, the "Dudes with Attitudes," 
to fend off the Horsemen threats immediately shortcircuited his 
ability to be a fearless, head-and-shoulders champion who could 
dominate. 

Gangs, in short, are an image which WERE. In any television 
form, revivals are usually nice for a one-shot but fade as a 
continuing series (THE BRADYS, THE NEW ODD COUPLE, i.e.). What 
went wrong with them, further, was their failure to break new 
ground, something sorely needed in pro wrestling. 


THE HOT-SHOTS 


My good friend, former Continental Wrestling Federation 
announcer Charlie Platt, is hardly optimistic about the future of 
pro wrestling and probably could have written this chapter of 
WHAT WENT WRONG himself. Says Charlie: "This business has hot- 
shotted itself to death and we may be in the final days. Nothing 
is new or original, people are mostly smart to the business---not 
because of newsletters but because the promotions don't do 
anything any more that has a degree of believability, and it has 
tried to top itself so much that people are sick of it." 

I thought in 1989, I had seen it all with plastic bags and 
parental guidance warnings for pay-per-view shows. In 1966, I 
remembered Mario Calento bringing out a double-barrel shotgun to 
chase off the Medics in the Channel 11 studios in Atlanta during 
a taping of BIG TIME WRESTLING. But never did I think I would 
see someone try to run over another human being with a car as 
part of a wrestling angle. 
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Eddie Gilbert's and Jerry Lawler's decision for a car run- 
down/stuntman angle on the live WMC-TV show in Memphis over the 
summer was part sheer brilliance and part gratuitous excess. As 
far as construction of a basic wrestling angle, Gilbert's part 
was executed to perfection---so much so, that his own brother, in 
the car with him, believed Lawler was seriously injured or 
killed. The actual idea took wrestling almost into a literal 
live drama, considering the audience knew this was no taped 
Sketch. The aftermath of the angle killed any effectiveness or 
believability in that, instead of remaining down on the parking 
lot, Lawler---dazed, but walking---revived enough to 15 minutes 
later, tell the studio audience, he'd be in the Monday night main 
event at the Mid-South Coliseum. 


Gilbert told me two weeks after the angle: "We wanted to 
shake things up, so we were trying to think of anything to top 
ourselves." There, in itself, was the problem with not only the 


angle but with wrestling, in general, in 1990. Eventually, one 
reaches that limit one cannot top. Unless we were to see a live 
hostage situation involving guns (and heaven forbid, I hope no 
one takes this as a suggestion), you can't top trying to kill a 
man with a car. The angle did not draw a huge (1,100 paid) 
throng to the Mid-South the following week and has been referred 
to little since. 

A column we wrote for MATWATCH in June 1990, "I Think I've 
Seen It All Before," was heavily criticized within the NWA ranks 
as being deliberately negative on the business. Au contraire. I 
think it is reflecting the view of many fans over the age of 12 
in this country who are staying home in increasing droves because 
they have seen just about everything wrestling has to offer in 
the past seven years.  Pre-1984, hotshot angles could be tucked 
away regionally and not spoiled in other portions of the country. 
They were saved until a genuinely high point when crowd interest 
was peaking and then audiences would go through the roof. Now, 
hotshot angles are far too frequent; run-ins became so common- 
place during the Dudes-Horsemen standoffs before the Sting title 
win that they became a cliche; and the Earthquake injury attack 
on Hulk Hogan was nothing more than King Kong Bundy-Hogan, circa 
1985, revisited. 
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In the beginning, despite the skeptics, Anderson did succeed 
in developing a mystery in creating The Black Scorpion. Casual 
fans were semi-intrigued by the weekly silhouette and the story- 
line proved fodder for many of the nation's wrestling radio talk 
shows. In fact, the prevailing question on the NWA's GREAT 
AMERICAN FANS JAM in the fall of 1990 was over the identity of 
the many Scorpions. 

But coming right out of the defeat of Ric Flair, Sting's 
dilemma with the Scorpion, at best, should have been as short 
term as Flair's with Junkyard Dog from May to July. Steve 
Mueller of WRESTLING EYE magazine, on a recent edition of John 
Arezzi's PRO WRESTLING SPOTLIGHT in New York, phrased it this 
way: "The Black Scorpion had something going until he turned 
into a magician. Then, he lost all credibility. It suddenly 
wasn't wrestling. It was the circus." 

Worse, however, was the impact the Scorpion mystery had on the 
image of Sting. At a time when, perhaps, WCW had a chance to 
market a champion with greater impact that a mediocre Ultimate 
Warrior, Sting should have been a fearless, invincible, heads- 
above-the-crowd champion. Instead, Sting deteriorated into a man 
scared of his own shadow. His interviews, never his strength, 
personnified a man constantly nervous, shaken and hardly the 
picture of determination to fight back. The voice echoes at the 
end of the excessive number of Sting weekly TV matches were good 
for a week but became as much a cliche as Horsemen-Dudes run-ins. 
Some weeks, it was like having Wally Cox as a news anchor. In my 
perspective, the impact on Sting's image was far more a factor of 
what went wrong. 

The Gobbledy-Gooker is almost beyond explanation and a sign of 
how things have declined in the World Wrestling Federation. In 
1984, one might have expected this as just another character in 
the cartoon show. But the Gooker has smacked of a desperate 
attempt to force-feed a kid act that not even the kids show signs 
of wanting to see. 

Not that the WWF did not do a good job of creating its own 
mystery. On a national basis, probably as many questions were 
asked of what was in the egg as who the Black Scorpion is. But 
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fans were expecting something connected to wrestling and this, 
simply, was not. 

Listening to Roddy Piper have to oversell the non-existent 
crowd reaction to the Gooker was an embarrassment. But more 
evident is that viewers simply will not buy whatever is tossed 
at them today, simply because it comes from the WWF. 

The audience is much more sophisticated than the "new wave" 
tans of 1984 and chickens aren't going to draw them back to the 
arenas. The WWF has already tried with Terry Taylor. 

After seven years of developing the most cussed and discussed 
innovations in pro wrestling, even the brightest minds run dry. 
The Gobbledy-Gooker may be the epitome of this syndrome. Unless 
we are greatly fooled, which is always a possibility, the Gooker 
not only hatched from an egg, he laid a big one on his own. 
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Etor the third consecutive year, WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 
WRESTLING host Jim Ross led all balloting for the MATWATCH TV 
AWARDS, capturing 1,144 points to win the BEST PLAY-BY-PLAY 
ANNOUNCER honors. Ross outdistanced former WWF star Jesse (The 
Body) Ventura, who earned 1,025 points in coasting to selection 
as BEST COLOR COMMENTATOR. 

Balloting was held during the months of November and December 
among MATWATCH subscribers with points distributed on a 5-3-1 
basis for first, second and third. Voting was conducted in 19 
categories for the TV wrestling year covering Dec. 1, 1989-Nov. 
30, 1990. Votes were limited to television performances in the 
United States and Canada. 
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RR in x I. 
Southern Boys 
(World Wide) 


360 Points 


2. RIC FLAIR VS. BRIAN PILLMAN, World Championship, 356. 

3. CURT HENNIG VS. TITO SANTANA, WWF Superstars (I-C), 349 1/2. 
4. STEINER BROTHERS VS. MIDNIGHT EXPRESS, WCW, 345, 

5. SCOTT STEINER VS. RIC FLAIR, World Championship, 268. 

6. RIC FLAIR VS. LEX LUGER, WCW CLASH XII, 252. 

7. JERRY LAWLER VS. TERRY FUNK, USWA Supercard, 120. 

8. CURT HENNIG VS. HULK HOGAN, WWF/SNME, 116. 

9. ROCKERS VS. HART FOUNDATION, WWF/SNME, 88. 

10. RIC FLAIR VS. BUTCH REED, WCW CLASH XIII, 85 l1f2. 


This was the tightest balloting ever in this category and perhaps any with 
any of the top four matches within three first-place votes of winning it all. 
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Ironically, this is the first year that the same tag teams have captured 
both the BEST BROADCAST/CABLE MATCH and BEST PAY-PER-VIEW MATCH honors in the 
same year. The Midnights-Southern Boys confrontation on NWA WORLD WIDE 
WRESTLING was reminiscent of the Fantastics-Midnights match of two years 
previous when the Fantastics scored a 42-minute upset over Jim Cornette's team 
to win the U.S. tag team title. While the title was not on the line here, the 
Steve Armstrong-Tracy Smothers team demonstrated a combination.of aerial and 
mat skills honed in Japan in upsetting the Express. 

The runner-up Flair-Pillman battle came during the February rating sweeps 
on WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING as the finale of what may well have been the 
best WCW two-hour show of the year. The match was about a third as long but 
the storyline similar to the winning Flair-Sting CLASH I match of 1989 with 
Pillman on the verge of an upset through most of the 17 minutes and Flair 
hanging onto Brian's trunks for the victory. Pillman should have been 
propelled to a top singles contender with the match but as happened in several 
NWA TV matchups during 1990, the followup never ensued. 

Narrowly behind in third, the Hennig-Santana affair was one of the best 
eight-minute showdowns ever on a WWF TV show in the finals of the Interconti- 
nental tournament in the spring. Hennig, who earned the spotlight after a 
strong series against Hulk Hogan in the winter, and Santana went through a 
dozen two-counts in the championship match and Santana came away with renewed 
respect despite the loss. 

Also closely bunched in fourth was the fall WOW battle between the 
Midnights and the Steiners, which Rick and Scott captured in an abortive 
launch to a proposed 10-week TV series of angles and confrontations between 
the two teams. Likewise, this made the Midnights the first team to ever 
capture three spots out of the top four BEST BROADCAST/CABLE selections. 


(OTHER VOTES: Jerry Lawler vs. Austin Idol, USWA, and Arn Anderson vs. The 
Great Muta, WCW (tie) 80; Ric Flair vs. Lex Luger, WWW, 65; Flair/Anderson vs. 
Rock & Roll Express, NWA MAIN EVENT, 49; Scott Steiner vs. Bobby Eaton, WCW, 
32; Eddie Gilbert vs. Jeff Jarrett, USWA/WMC, and Ric Flair vs. Ricky Morton, 
WWW (tie), 24; Brian Pillman vs. Buddy Landell, WCW CLASH XIII, 23; Anderson 
vs. Paul Orndorff, WCW CLASH XI, 16; Steve Keirn vs. Tony Anthony, USWA 
Supercard, 5; Six-man finale, CLASH X, 4; Ultimate Warrior vs. Rick Rude, 
WWF/SNME, 2; Scotty the Body vs. Ricky Santana, PORTLAND, Curt Hennig vs. Big 
Bossman, WWF/SNME, Anderson vs. Buzz Sawyer, NWA POWER HOUR, Norman vs. Kevin 
Sullivan, WCW CLASH X, Midnight Express vs. Brian Pillman/Tom Zenk, WW, Terry 
Funk vs. Steve Keirn, USWA Supercard, and Hulk Hogan/Ultimate Warrior vs. 
Hennig/Genius Poffo, WWF/SNME (tie) 1 each. | 


WINNER: 


Midnight. Express 
VWs. 

southern Boys 
(BASH '91) 


640 Points 





STEINER BROTHERS VS. NASTY BOYS, WCW HALLOWEEN HAVOC, 465. 
HULK HOGAN VS. ULTIMATE WARRIOR, WWF WRESTLEMANIA VI, 440. 
RIC FLAIR VS. STING, BASH: NEW REVOLUTION, 252. 
RIC FLAIR VS. LEX LUGER, WRESTLE WAR ‘90, 222. 
MIDNIGHT EXPRESS VS. ROCK & ROLL EXPRESS, WW ‘90, 125. 
STEINER BROTHERS VS. ROAD WARRIORS, STARRCADE ‘89, 109. 
HART FOUNDATION VS. DEMOLITION, WWF SUMMER SLAM, 100. 
DOOM VS. STEINER BROTHERS, WCW CAPITOL COMBAT, 100. 

10. FLAIR VS. STING, STARRCADE '89, 96. 


The Midnights-Southerns BASH battle is the consensus choice as best match 
in the continental United States for 1990. The Midnights' victory in the 22- 
minute affair was considered by many the showstealer, even away from the 
fourth-place Sting-Flair world championship change in Baltimore. Many 
observers believe the Midnights looked as strong as they had in three years in 
the explosive confrontation and probably solidified Bobby Eaton and Stan Lane 
as the top tag team in America, despite some WOW management beliefs of the 
Midnights as passe. 

A respectable second went to perhaps the most surprising match of 1990 as 
the Steiner Brothers defeated the Nasty Boys in Chicago. The 15-minute event 
was a brutal Memphis-style brawl and proved how dramatically far the Nasties 
had come since their lackluster pasts in the AWA, Memphis and Florida and 
proved to be Ole Anderson's best importation during his NWA booking regime. 

The headline match of the year finished a strong third as the Hulk Hogan- 
Ultimate Warrior title change at WRESTLEMANIA VI provided 23 of the best- 
booked minutes in the history of wrestling. With 17 false endings and an 
emotional post-match passing of the (belt) torch, a new WWF era was signaled 
which is yet to catch a big spark. 

This was the first of MATWATCH's three years a Ric Flair match did not make 
the top three in the PPV category but his loss to Sting in Baltimore to change 
the NWA world title and his dramatic 37-minute battle with Lex Luger at 
Greensboro in February finished fourth and fifth. 
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The Sting-Flair encounter, delayed five months because of Sting's patella 
tendon injury at CLASH X in Corpus Christi TX, was not as strong as the 1988 
CLASH I draw and the 1989 Sting upset at STARRCADE, which finished tenth. 
Largely because of continued knee limitations, Sting was not as mobile and 
Flair often seemed to merely go through the required motions of getting the 
belt to Steve Borden, even using the same finish as at STARRCADE and in 
Flair's loss to Ricky Steamboat in February 1989. 

The Luger-Flair showdown, which served as an emergency replacement for 
Sting-Flair at WRESTLE WAR '90, ended with Luger being counted out in 37 
minutes while trying to "save" the injured Sting from an out-of-ring attack by 
Ole and Arn Anderson. The double storyline had Luger attempting for the third 
time on a pay-per-view show to wrest the belt from Flair and, mid-match, being 
turned back to babyface when Sting arrived at ringside and dramatically 
slapped Luger to spur him into a comeback. 

Ironically, in this category, the strength of tag team matches on pay-cable 
matches registered heavily with MATWATCHers with seven of the ten top choices 
going to tag affairs. 


(OTHER VOTES: Midnights vs. Pillman/Zenk, WCW CAPITOL COMBAT, 24; ROYAL 
RUMBLE finals, 9; Flair vs. Luger, CAPITOL COMBAT, and Ted DiBiase vs. Jake 
Roberts, WRESTLEMANIA VI, 6 each; Orient Express vs. Rockers, WRESTLEMANIA VI ; 
Visionairies vs. Vipers, SURVIVOR SERIES IV, and Sting vs. Muta, STARRCADE 
"89, 1 each.) 
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2. STARRCADE '89, WCW, December 1989, 469. 
3. HALLOWEEN HAVOC, WCW, October 1990, 439. 
4. CLASH X: TEXAS SHOOTOUT, WCW/TBS, February 1990, 355. 
5. USWA SUPERCARD, USWA, October 1990, 336. 
WRESTLEMANIA VI, WWF, March 1990, 336. 
7. ROYAL RUMBLE, WWF, January 1990, 85. 
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The overall balance of THE GREAT AMERICAN BASH: NEW REVOLUTION, heightened 
by anticipation of the NWA world title change from Ric Flair to Sting. This 
marked the second consecutive win for the Baltimore summer pay-cable affair 
and included the hot Midnight Express-Southern Boys BEST PPV MATCH winner. 








omewhat surprising, however, was the strength of STARRCADE '89, almost a 
year out of voters' memory and with the arguable nat; of an evening-long 
tournament format which launched Sting's push to the NWA title and included a 
Steiner Brothers upset win over the Road Warriors. Early in the balloting, 
the October HALLOWEEN HAVOC, which served to make stars out of the Nasty Boys 
and sent them right into the hands of Vince McMahon, was running a tight 
second but the STARRCADE supporters rallied in the last week of voting. The 
l2-match Atlanta show saw DOOM and The Great Muta drop three matches during 
the evening. Muta eventually left WOW but DOOM revived at midyear to win the 
NWA world tag title. 





Equally surprising: the strong balloting for CLASH X: TEXAS SHOOTOUT, 
which was helped by an extraordinary promotion campaign by TBS’ Jim Claussen. 
Pre-SHOOTOUT on-air ads featured animated wanted posters and comedy pramos of 
Norman and the Samoan Swat Team ("ha-ha-ha-ha-ha-ha-ha-ha") to build interest. 
SHOOTOUT joined CLASH OF THE CHAMPIONS I (the 1988 winner) and RAGIN' CAJUN 
CLASH from New Orleans (1989) as non-PPV shows to make the top five. 


WRESTLEMANIA garnered more than five times as much support as its 66-point 
finish last year as the Hogan-Warrior finale and a Ted DiBiase-Jake Roberts 
powerslam affair offset the longish first three hours of the show. Equally 
strong was the USWA SUPERCARD, broadcast on the USWA CHALLENGE syndicated 
series during November and December, which featured a 21-match card for the 
USWA heavyweight title recaptured by Jerry Lawler. The first two shows, which 
featured a strong Craig Johnson-Joe Pedicino-Dave Brown combo on the announce 
mike proved to be a better TV offering than the five-hour, 13-minute marathon 
in Memphis. 


However, as MATWATCHer Robin Clarke of Providence wrote: "I cast my votes 
but it's really up for debate whether any card was really a 'supercard' 
because we've seen too many matches on these shows which did not really belong 
on pay-per-view shows. Anytime Junkyard Dog vs. Moondog Rex is on a PPV, I 
feel like I'm entitled to a rebate." 


(OTHER VOTES: SURVIVOR SERIES IV, WWF, and WRESTLE WAR '90, WCW, 9 each; 
CAPITOL COMBAT, WCW, 3; and CLASH XI: COASTAL CRUSH, WCH, and SUMMER SLAM, 
WWF, l each.) 
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2. WWF SUPERSTARS OF WRESTLING, Syndicated, 368. 

THE NEW USWA CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING, WMC-TV (Memphis), 276. 
USWA CHALLENGE, Syndicated, 276. 

5, WWF PRIME TIME WRESTLING, USA Cable Network, 209. 

6. NWA POWER HOUR, TBS, 208. 

7. NWA MAIN EVENT, TBS/Syndicated, 148. 

8. PORTLAND WRESTLING, local Portland TV, 64. 
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. NWA WORLD WIDE WRESTLING, Syndicated, 60. 
0. NWA PRO WRESTLING, Syndicated, 40. 


The more MATWATCHers age, the more they amaze me. The year 1990 was 
arguably a much poorer one, overall, for the Saturday edition of WORLD 
CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING than the previous year, which was largely helmed by Jim 
Ross' producing. Ross did the best he could with often confusing and 
frequently lackluster (sometimes of the all-squash, no-angle variety) shows 
designed by Ole Anderson. Yet, WOW registered nearly a 2-to-l vote margin 
over WWE SUPERSTARS in winning for the second consecutive year. WCOW's top 
efforts came in a hot February show headlined by a Flair-Pillman main event 
and a pre-CAPITOL COMBAT edition which ended with Lex Luger decking the Four 
Horsemen while onstage with Ross. 

SUPERSTARS, which dropped to third last year after winning in 1988, 
actually offered more weekly angles and a strong Intercontinental tournament 
in the spring. The highlight came in late spring when Hulk Hogan was "sent 
into retirement" by Earthquake John Tenta, followed by arguably the finest 
music video in the history of TV wrestling, depicting the highlights of 
Hogan's career. | 

Surprising support came for the only live local TV show left on the air, 
WMC-TV's THE NEW USWA CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING, and the weekly USWA syndicated 
series, USWA CHALLENGE. Eddie Gilbert's stewardship as booker for the Memphis 
territory, preceded by a May series which led to Snowman Eddie Crawford 
winning the USWA title from Jerry Lawler, revived what was rumored in early 
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1990 to be the final days of the 90-minute Saturday morning tradition. The 
WMC series offered the most outrageous angle on American television during the 
year, Gilbert's attempt to run down Lawler in a car on the back parking lot of 
the NBC affiliate. However, the drama was diluted when Lawler miraculously 
revived enough 15 minutes later to announce, "I'll be at the Mid-South 
Coliseum Monday night, Eddie Gilbert." The syndicated CHALLENGE series picked 
up steam after shifting during the summer away from reliance on the Von Erich 
family and building more previously Memphis-only oriented rivalries. 


(OTHER VOTES: WWF CHALLENGE, 9; LPWA, 6; USWA LEGENDS/ESPN, and KTVT 
CHAMPIONSHIP SPORTS (USWA), 5 each; PRO WRESTLING '90, 3; WWF ALL-AMERICAN, 
1.) 
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2. CAINE, THE UNDERTAKER, WWF, 446. 

3. EARTHQUAKE, WWF, 312. 

4. WRESTLING SCHOOL DROPOUT, ICW, 229. 

5. EL GIGANTE, WCW, 192. 

6. TESSA, USWA, 177. 

7. MICHAEL WALLSTREET, WCW, 175. 

8. JEANNIE CLARKE, USWA, 174. 

9. THE BLACK SCORPION, WCW, 56. 

10. U.S. MALE, PORTLAND/GEORGIA ALL-STAR, 45. 


Art Barr's silly string and Juice Patrol of kids struck enough of a nerve 
to propel him to the top of the newcomer category, despite the ambivalence of 
some MATWATCHers concerning voting for Barr in the wake of his legal problems 
surrounding a sex offense plea bargain in Oregon. Wrote Mark Thompson of 
Denver: "I just can't vote for somebody in this role, knowing what we know 
about him." 

The impact, however, was more amazing for Mark Callaway's UNDERTAKER role, 
which only had one exposure before the balloting expired and was not one of 


WINNER I 
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the original nominees for BEST NEW CHARACTER. Callaway, who had previously 
had lackluster incarnations as The Master of Pain (USWA) and Mean Mark Callous 
(WOW), rang the bell in his long gray coat and grim, killer expression for his 
SURVIVOR SERIES debut and finished only 23 points behind The Juicer. 


John Tenta's Earthquake character is not a favorite of hardcore tradition- 
alists but as Brenda Moore of Jacksonville FL told us: “I had to vote for 
Earthquake because this wasn't a year when a great deal of new characters 
meant much." 


Paul E. Dangerously, in his nine-week tenure as ICW booker, created a comic 
character, The Wrestling School Dropout, who was strictly intended for laughs 
and played his role to a tee. Considering the limited exposure of ICW, it's 
a camnentary on some of the major promotions' perceptiveness why this guy has 
not been picked up for a short-term run. WSD finished a respectable fourth. 


WCW's El Gigante (Jorge Gonzales) smiled a lot, walked over the top rope a 
lot and stood over heels a lot. He engaged in less physical contact than some 
kickers in the National Football League but scored well enough with the voters 
to take fifth spot. 


Interestingly, two women, both of whom had strong summer stints in the 
USWA, cracked the top ten---a first. Tessa, who moved from a slot as John 
Tatum's valet, to Bill Dundee's aide-de-camp, nudged out the Tony Schiavone- 
created Michael (Mike Rotunda) Wallstreet-created incarnation for sixth. 
Jeannie Clarke, as the ex-wife of Chris Adams, was part of a triangle angle 
curing the USWA/Dallas summer run and captured eighth position, much to the 
delight of Jon Horton of Washington, D.C. 


(OTHER VOTES: Kowabunga, USWA, 44; Tailor-Made Medina, Portland, 7; Saba 
Simba, WWF, and Fabian, PW '90, 6; J.W. Storm, WCW, 5; Tugboat, WWF, 4; Big 
Cat (Curtis Hughes), WCW, and Power & Glory, WWF, 3 each; Battlekat, WWF, 
Demolition Crush, WWF, Little Richard Marley, WOW, and Texas Hangmen, AWA, 1 
each. 


bw INNER: 





Jim 
i Ross 
d deed E S CONCERN) 
EE eee 
OO 1,144 Points 
2. CHRIS CRUISE, NWA WORLD WIDE/LPWA, 345 
3. TONY SCHIAVONE, WWF CHALLENGE/NWA WORLD WIDE/MAIN EVENT, 285. 
4. LANCE RUSSELL, NWA PRO, 228. 
5. VINCE McMAHON JR., WWF SUPERSTARS/CHALLENGE/SNME, 224. 
6. CRAIG JOHNSON, USWA, 160. 
7. DAVE BROWN, USWA/WMC-TV, 69. 
8. JOE PEDICINO, PRO WRESTLING ‘90, 60. 
9. DON COSS, PORTLAND, 35. 
10. MICK KARCH, IWA, 10. 


The testimony to Ross' unquestioned dominance in this category is in the 
overwhelming margin he received in the midst of a downslide of an NWA year and 
an extraordinary lack of quality angles for Jim to turn up the heat at the 
mike during the weekly series. In fact, on one horrible edition of rerun 
matches during a July POWER HOUR, Ross admittedly sounded as bored as many of 
the viewers, which took little to match. However, Ross again proved he has no 
peer when the big matches develop. Ross’ top calls of the year: 1) the 
Flair-Sting title change in Baltimore; 2) the Flair-Luger WRESTLE WAR confron- 
tation; and 3) the intensity of the six-man cage match which actually saw The 
Great Muta's team cheered after the Horsemen turn on Sting. Perhaps his most 
amazing announce job ever came during the disastrous CLASH XIII: THANKSGIVING 
THUNDER when he and Paul E. Dangerously teamed to hold viewer interest within 
the context of the matches without overselling what wasn't there. 

The ups and downs of pro wrestling are epitomized by this year's runner-up, 
who began the year as the most promising newcomer to the microphone in several 
years and ended 1990 out of the industry. Chris Cruise, whose low-key, 
workmanlike mikeside manner and Summerall/Madden-like teaming with Terry Funk 
on NWA WORLD WIDE WRESTLING, built a subtle and steady following during the 
year before his and Funk's walkout from WCW in the spring (see TOP 15 NEWS 
STORIES). Cruise had a short run on the cable version of the women's LPWA 
Circuit, teaming with Ashley Kennedy in the fall. 


39 


Tony Schiavone, the perennial runner-up to Ross, fell to third this year, 
likely because of his reduced visibility in his return to WCW as host/producer 
of WORLD WIDE WRESTLING. Schiavone, whose finest call came in February as 
play-by-play announcer for the WWF ROYAL RUMBLE, left Titan Sports shortly 
thereafter because of high living expenses for his family in the New York 
area, 

Lance Russell, who continues his steady work in a revived three-man 
combination with the Freebirds on the rechristened WOW PRO WRESTLING, 
maintained his top five standing, finishing just below Schiavone, and WWF boss 
Vince McMahon, Jr., fell from last year's fourth to fifth, despite a steady 
year. McMahon's efforts have arguably been diluted since Jesse Ventura's 
departure in late summer as a teaming with Roddy Piper has not generated the 
same chemistry and a recent McMahon-Piper-Honky Tonk Man combo threw the 
usually solid WWF commentary timing off its usual pace. 

The top newcomer for 1990 is USWA's Craig Johnson, who came from a career 
as a mainline sports announcer for Home Team Sports (Johnson voices the George 
Washington University basketball games on HTS). Johnson, who had a midyear 
debut as replacement for the veteran Mark Lowrance, finished sixth, two slots 
above the first-year Cruise's eighth-place spot last year. Johnson has 
emerged as the odds-on favorite as the next major mike star in the business, 
particularly if Joe Pedicino's Global effort has a successful launch. 


(OTHER VOTES: Mark Lowrance, USWA, 7; Gorilla Monsoon, WWF, 4; Coach Kurt, 
Motor City Wrestling, 1.) 
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2. PAUL E. DANGEROUSLY, WCW POWER HOUR/WPIX NWA PRO, 417 57 64 
3. JIM CORNETTE, WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING, 296 1/3. 

4. BOBBY HEENAN, WWF CHALLENGE/PRIME TIME, 224 1/3. 

2. RODDY PIPER, WWF SUPERSTARS, 164. 

6. JERRY LAWLER, THE NEW USWA CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING, 136. 

7. THE FREEBIRDS, NWA PRO WRESTLING, 120. 
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Without doubt, Jesse Ventura is the most missed personality in television 
wrestling. Ventura coasted to a 3-to-l victory over his nearest competitor in 
capturing the color award for the second time in three years (Jim Cornette 
scored the upset last year). Ventura, who left the WHF in a dispute with 
Vince McMahon over a merchandising contract, was elected mayor of his home 
suburb of Minneapolis in November and is currently in production for a new 
fall series, THE GRUDGE MATCH, which will take PEOPLE'S COURT-like disputes 
into actual physical combat. But Ventura left his mark during 1990 with his 
intense analysis of the Hulk Hogan-Ultimate Warrior WRESTLEMANIA VI finale 
and his classic line, "Hulkamania just may live forever," at signoff. 

Paul E. Dangerously, who was in, out and in again as co-host of the NWA 
POWER HOUR, vaulted to a second place finish.  Dangerously, who has mellowed 
the hard edge of his character to adapt to the weekly mike chores, has formed 
wrestling's top announce tandem with Jim Ross, thanks to the Ventura exit. 

Cornette, who along with Dangerously and other WOW heel cammentators was 
displaced fram his color role on WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING in June by 
booker Ole Anderson, still mustered enough strength to finish third. Corn- 
ette's two top performances were during CLASH X: TEXAS SHOOTOUT in analyzing 
the Horsemen turn against Sting and during STARRCADE '89's Ironteam tourna- 
ment. Corny is now starring as analyst with Joe Pedicino on the LPWA series. 

Bobby Heenan has continued in a steady role as co-host of PRIME TIME 
WRESTLING and WWF WRESTLING CHALLENGE as foil for Gorilla Monsoon, enough for 
viewers to vote him fourth. His memorable performance in 1990 came during a 
fall angle when Big Bossman (Ray Traylor) dragged Heenan to ringside and 
handcuffed him to the guard rail from the CHALLENGE announce booth in 
retaliation for Heenan's insults against "Bossman's mother." 


(OTHER VOTES: Dutch Mantel, WORLD WIDE, 100 1/2; Scotty the Body, PORT- 
LAND, 89 1/2; Bob Caudle, WCW, 61; Joe Pedicino, USWA, 25 1/2; Terry Funk, 
WORLD WIDE, 19; Nick Bockwinkel, LPWA, 5; Lord Alfred Hayes, WWF PRIME TIME, 
Michael Hayes, WCW PRO, and Jonathan Holliday, PORTLAND, 1 each.) 
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RISING STAR OF THE YEAR. 


THE JUICER, WCW/PORTLAND, 388. 

THE DESTRUCTION CREW, AWA/WCW (as Wrecking Crew), 285. 
EARTHQUAKE, WWF, 176. 

JEFF GAYLORD, USWA, 125. 

TUGBOAT, WWF, 120. 

EL GIGANTE, WCW, 72. 

CAINE THE UNDERTAKER, WWF, 52. 

CHRIS WALKER, PRO WRESTLING '90, 48. 

STUNNING STEVE AUSTIN, USWA, 44. 

SCOTTY THE BODY, Portland, 44. 
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Brian Knobbs and Jerry Saganovich began the year continuing to languish in 
the almost invisible Florida PWF promotion which disappeared from television 
before the year had half-ended. But the Nasty Boys' success, in our view, 
stems fram, while being characters, their ability to be the only team to plug 
into the same type of role Ole and Gene Anderson once played. The Nasties 
were mean and enjoyed it and portrayed a brutal style in the fashion of the 
Andersons, something into which the WCW booker could relate. Their six months 
in WOW as counterpoint to the Steiner Brothers led them to a WWF berth. 

Art Barr's Juicer character zipped to enormous popularity with children and 
had he not been thrust into the role so quickly after his legal problems in 
Oregon, The Juicer could have rivaled Sting in crossover popularity. 

While they ended the year in Japan, Mike Enos and Wayne Bloom, virtual 
unknowns the year before, parlayed their Destruction Crew team into the next- 
to-last AWA world tag team champions and earned themselves a short-term role 
as the masked Wrecking Crew in WCW. 

John Tenta as Earthquake enjoyed a spotlight he never knew as a Japanese 
preliminary performer and propelled into the year's key WWF angle as the man 
who "nearly ended Hulk Hogan's career." The 'Quake role, however, will likely 
be a one-year wonder unless McMahon attempts a Hogan-'Quake rematch during 
1991 to end in an eventual pinfall for Hogan. 

USWA's Jeff Gaylord, who fluctuated between heel and babyface three times 
during 1990, began the year as an attempted Steve Williams clone as The 
Missouri Tiger, emphasizing his former football skills, but finished shifting 
into a rope-shaking, ring-jumping Ultimate Warrior offshoot without the face 


paint. 


(OTHER VOTES: Scott Steiner, WCW, 8; Shane Douglas, WOW/WWF, and J.W. 
Storm, WCW, 7 each; Southern Boys, WCW, Rex King, USWA, Little Richard Marley, 
WCW, DOOM, WCW, Freebirds, WCW, Missy Hyatt, WCW, and Fabian, PRO WRESTLING 
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'90, 5 each; Paul Roma, WWF, Eddie Gilbert, USWA, Sid Vicious, WCW, Buddy 
Rose, WEF, and Cactus Jack Manson, WCW/UWF/IWA, 3 each; Steven Dane, USWA, 
2; The Trooper, AWA, and Steve Armstrong, WOW, 1 each. 


WINNER: 
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629 Points 


2. EDDIE GILBERT, "The Hit and Run of Jerry Lawler," USWA, 337. 

3. BOBBY HEENAN, "Big Bossman Handcuffs the Brain," WWF, 335. 

4. VINCE McMAHON JR., “Aftermath of Earthquake Attack on Hulk 

Hogan," WWF SUPERSTARS, 292. 

5. JIM CORNETTE/NICK PATRICK, "Fingerpointing and Shadowboxing," 
WRESTLE WAR '90, 290 1/2. 

6. STING, "The Slap of Lex Luger,” WRESTLE WAR '90, 250 1/2. 

7. JIM ROSS, play-by-play of Sting winning NWA title, 213. 

8. TERRY FUNK, "Norman Plays WIN, LOSE or DRAW," FUNK'S GRILL, 

176. 


In the past two years, we've had a category called MOST MEMORABLE TV 
MOMENT. Few viewers have not put a freeze-frame of the tearful Hulk Hogan, 
seconds after being pinned by The Ultimate Warrior, walking to ringside at the 
Toronto Skydome, taking the WWF championship belt and passing it to the 
Warrior with an emotional hug in the center of the ring. It ended the most 
spectacular era in wrestling history and cemented Hogan's name as the most 
popular ever in the game. So strong was the post-match that WWF announcers 
spent so much time dwelling on it in succeeding weeks, the Warrior's title 
victory was almost extinguished. 

Eddie Gilbert's determination to kill Jerry Lawler in the now-infamous 
Memphis hit-and-run angle was preluded by his being "kicked out" of the WMC- 
TV building for his conduct moments prior to the angle. A hand-held camera 
followed Gilbert through the hallways onto the parking lot, a perfect fore- 
shadowing of the incident to come. Gilbert climbed into brother Doug's car, 
revved the engine and proceeded to hit an oncoming Lawler, who was trying to 
assist the fallen Eddie Marlin, whom Gilbert pummeled to the asphalt before 
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entering the car. 


Lawler took a stuntman's fall and the initial impact of 


seeing it on live television caused Eddie's brother Doug to remark as the 


Gilberts drove away, "Eddie, I think you've killed him." 


Heenan's intense agony at being dragged down the 
reminded viewers how strong a personality the Brain 
profuse barking of orders to "get him out of here," 
to the fallen Hogan after the Earthquake angle, was 


Lawler lived. 
aisle by Bossman again 
remains. McMahon's 
referring to attendants 
followed by a masterful 


studio-dubbed "depressed" McMahon returning to the mike feigning sadness over 


the "apparent end" to Hogan's career to perfection. 


Cornette and Patrick's comic exchange in the midst of a Midnight Express- 
Rock & Roll Express match at WRESTLE WAR was one of two moments which saved an 


otherwise lackluster night. 


The momentous slap by Sting of Lex Luger, which 


revived the weakened U.S. champion in his challenge to Flair and cemented his 
turn back to a babyface, drew strong support, particularly from people who saw 


the show live in Greensboro. 


(OTHER VOTES: JERRY LAWLER, "The Hit-and-Run of 


and BILLY JACK HAYNES, "The Insult of Portland Fans, 


Jerry Lawler," USWA/WMC, 
" PORTLAND, 8 each; BRO- 


THER LUV, "Dissolving Brother Brain of His Sins," WWF, BUDDY ROSE, "Blowaway," 
WWF, NASTY BOYS, "The Attack on the Steiners," HALLOWEEN HAVOC, and STING, 
"Reaction to the Black Scorpion," CLASH XIII, 5 each; AL MADRIL, "The Fiesta 
Garden," PORTLAND, JIM CORNETTE, "Analysis of the Horsemen Turn," CLASH X, 
DUSTIN RHODES, "At Ringside Between DiBiase and Virgil," WWF/SNME, 3 each; 

THE BLACK SCORPION, "Halloween Havoc Illusions," HALLOWEEN HAVOC, LANCE RUS- 
SELL, "Arguing with Teddy Long," NWA PRO; PAUL E. DANGEROUSLY, "Paul E. Meets 


Motor City Madman," 1 each. 
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JESSE VENTURA, WWE, 452. 

JIM CORNETTE, WCW, 400. 

. PAUL E. DANGEROUSLY, ICW/WCW, 209. 
. BOBBY HEENAN, WWF, 200. 
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EDDIE GILBERT, WCW/USWA, 153. 
. HULK HOGAN, WWF, 141 1/2 

JIM ROSS, WCW, 128. 

ARN ANDERSON, WCW, 113 1/2. 
0. JERRY LAWLER, 108. 
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This was perhaps the most surprising result of all. Flair, who has 
finished third in each of the last two ballotings for BEST TV PERSONALITY, 
had perhaps his worst year ever in interviews, many of them which sounded 
like reruns of every television spot Flair has presented in the last ten 
years. Few original lines, continued cliches such as "to be the man, you've 
gotta beat the man." In fact, not until his strong performance in the 
December kidnaping angle with Teddy Long (after the balloting period) did 
Flair demonstrate much of his old magic. Yet, the NWA veteran scored a solid 
victory in the personality category. 

Jesse Ventura may well have taken the honor had he not left the WWF in 
August. Ventura was a strong second in the voting and has left wrestling as 
probably its second most marketable mainline personality, next to Hogan. 

Cornette, who won this award in 1988 and was a close runner-up to Terry 
Funk last year, suffered fram being almost invisible during the summer and 
fall on WCW interviews. At least four times before his November departure, 
Cornette was not even seen on WOW shows, an outrage to loyalists who often 
tuned in over the years simply to hear the Louisville Lip's camic routines. 
His LOUISVILLE SLUGGER segment regularly reduced Cornette to the role of a 
mikeholder and diluted his usual barbs and retorts. In 1990, you would not 
have heard Cornette offering, "Bush and Quayle...reminds me of a companion 
magazine to FIELD & STREAM!" 

Dangerously was one of only five personalities scoring over 200 points and 
if he remains in a strong color role on WCW shows in 1991, he stands a strong 
chance to vault to the top of this category, based on his softening the 
abrasive edges of the Paul E. character. Mr. Heyman's mother may even watch 
him this year. 

Heenan has developed a loyal following which remain steady. His fifth- 
place finish is up from seventh a year ago and he continues to be the 
centerpiece of the weekly USA PRIME TIME WRESTLING series on Monday nights. 


(OTHER VOTES: Road Warrior Hawk, WCW/WWF, 71; Roddy Piper, WWF, 64; Rick 
Steiner, WCW, 48; Scotty the Body, PORTLAND, 40; Theodore R. Long, WCW, 7; 
Sid Vicious, WCW, 5; Dave Brown, USWA, Joe Pedicino, USWA/FW '90; Stan Lane, 
WCW; and Missy Hyatt, WCW, 3 each; Terry Funk, USWA/WCW; Michael Hayes, WCW; 
Larry Zbyszko, AWA; Sting, WCW; Ox Baker, WCW; and Christopher Thomas Cruise, 
WCW/LPWA, 1 each.) 
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350 Points 


2 DINO BRAVO VS. NIKOLI VOLKOFF, WWF PRIME TIME, 325, 
3. MIKE SHARPE VS. S.D. JONES, WWF PRIME TIME, 249, 
4. MAGNUM FORCE VS. GREG SAWYER/SCOTTY WILLIAMS, WCW, 205. 
5 RIC FLAIR VS. JUNKYARD DOG, WCW CLASH XII, 204. 
6 DUTCH MANTEL VS. JUNKYARD DOG, WCW, 144. 
WARLORD VS. KOKO B. WARE, WWF PRIME TIME, 144. 
9. SGT. SLAUGHTER VS. RUSSIAN BRUTE, AWA, 117. 
2. LEX LUGER VS. MOTOR CITY MADMAN, WCW CLASH XIII, 105. 
i0. TOMMY RICH VS. WILD BILL IRWIN, WCW, 104. 


If there was any testimony to MATWATCHers' perception of bad, this was it. 
A total of 40 matches received votes in this category and balloter Charlie 
Greene of Cairo GA wrote: "There had to be at least 100 bad ones. I just 
can't remember them all." 

The Vicious-Nightstalker match may have been the worst nationally-tele- 
vised WCW or NWA match in history. A colossal conundrum of missed moves, 
weak blow-connections and inexperience exposed this embarrassment of a matchup 
on a WOW CLASH and highlighted why THANKSGIVING THUNDER rates the worst live 
supercard ever produced by the senior circuit. 

The Bravo-Volkoff confrontation again raises serious questions about why 
Dino Bravo continues to get significant pushes within the WWF. Volkoff is 
perhaps a decade past his prime and other than an occasional suplex, Bravo's 
most demonstrated talent is in raising his fist after a victory. 

When Sharpe and Jones met in a late fall WWF PRIME TIME event which ran for 
14 minutes, I had no question why PTW had dropped in the Nielsens. This is 
one of those matches like the kind Dusty Rhodes would book for WCW TV when 
many of the regulars were scheduled for LEARNING THE ROPES guest shots. 

The Magnum Force match was the only one for these imports from Windy City 
Wrestling. Ole Anderson fired them on the spot and placed the Ring Lords in 
the Magnum Force role. JYD-Flair epitomized how far down Anderson was 
reaching for an audience and may have been Flair's all-time worst TV match. 
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(OTHER VOTES: Jeannie Clarke vs. Toni Adams, USWA, 68; Moondog Rex vs. 
Tomny Angel, WCW, 65; Larry Zbyszko vs. Harley Race, AWA, 60; Sid Vicious vs. 
Bobby Eaton, NWA MAIN EVENT, 56; Jimmy Valiant vs. Eddie Gilbert, USWA SUPER- 
CARD, 44; Dick Slater vs. Jeff Gaylord, USWA SUPERCARD, 40; Moondog Rex vs. 
Rich, WCW, and Master Blasters vs. Tim Horner/Brad Armstrong, WCW CLASH XI, 8 
each; African match, WCW CLASH XIII, Kevin Von Erich vs. Angel of Death, USWA, 
B. Brian Blair vs. Spitball Patterson, UWF, 6 each; AWA TEAM CHALLENGE finals, 
AWA, Dusty Rhodes vs. Randy Savage, WWF/SNME, Any PAN AM match, PAN AM, Scott 
Norton vs. Grappler, PORTLAND, Mike Enos vs. Trooper, AWA, and Nikoli Volkoff 
vs. Boris Zhukov, WWF, 5 each; Warlord vs. Jim Brunzell, WWF/PTW, 4; Steven 
Dane vs. Bubba Fangman, USWA, Jim Duggan vs. Earthquake, WWF, Davey Meltzer 
vs. Steve Williams, UWF, Tom Zenk vs. Paul Lee, WCW, Billy Black/Mr. Wrestling 
vs. Hillbillies, PW'90, and Tom Zenk vs. Brian Lee, WON CLASH XIII, 3 each; 
Barbarian vs. Battlekat, WWF PRIME TIME, Billy Black vs. John Michaels, PW'90, 
Russian Brute vs. Curtis Hughes, IWA, Sgt. Slaughter vs. Nikoli Volkoff, WWF 
MAIN EVENT (NBC), and Ron Ritchie/partner vs. Bowlers, CNWA, 1 each. 


Ee ee HI - 
EE eie Met FE EE 
Aë bo PE Junk yard Dog 
dab 5 . ve i 
i : i E IA a n VWs. 
E TIT Re Ie ae eee ea e e 7 e Varie ID ODE MUS, PED ved i H 
i AUGE NENQEEX4 DOS iif Moondog Rex 
ii 
siut. 
OO EO AD KOOS OD DE EN AE 
" NU EI ZAT.I.Q v EEN HAVOC 


EEN ` i 
(mon M 
GN RK D 
i Jr ua Hp an DT ni eranen ai na anA BS i! 
Hiis HELE biles EI itis B Rea SEE BAR EE PTD: deco cyte a eta lerhi ty ! Sh HIT d 
eren EE EE NAN illi Sch gë EE CIN df ij | OG 6:36 Points 





2. PAUL ELLERING VS. THEODORE R. LONG, CAPITOL COMBAT, 436. 

3. JIM DUGGAN VS. DINO BRAVO, WRESTLEMANIA VI, 329. 

4. HULK HOGAN/BRUTUS BEEFCAKE VS. ZEUS/RANDY SAVAGE, NO HOLDS 
BARRED: THE MATCH/THE MOVIE, 193. 

5. IRON SHEIK VS. MIKE ROTUNDA, CAPITOL COMBAT, 180. 

6 WARLORD VS. TITO SANTANA, SUMMER SLAM, 176. 

7. EARTHQUAKE VS. HERCULES HERNANDEZ, WRESTLEMANIA VI, 173. 

8. BAD NEWS BROWN VS. RODDY PIPER, WRESTLEMANIA VI, 125. 

9. DEMOLITION VS. ANDRE THE GIANT/HAKU, WRESTLEMANIA VI, 116. 

10. FREEBIRDS VS. TOM ZENK/BRIAN PILLMAN, WRESTLE WAR '90, 96. 


Annually, one match appears to stick out as the archtype of a contest which 
has no business being on a pay-per-view card. Ironically, for a promotion 
which typically produces the best quality pay-cable shows, WCW has hauled off 
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this award two consecutive years. Last year's Tommy Rich-Cuban Assassin 
HALLOWEEN HAVOC clinker was succeeded by a candidate in the "worst ever" cat- 
egory. A genius was not needed to predict disaster when the JYD-Moondog Rex 
"battle of the dogs" was announced. It lived down to its billing in every way 
in a three-minute concession purchase event which ended with an abrupt JYD 
headbutt. In Chicago, this was as dead as people who have stayed under too 
long in Lake Michigan. 


in 1989, a Paul E. Dangerously-Jim Cornette managers' battle provided 
everything a non-wrestler ring war should offer: comedy, a Superman comeback 
by Cornette and a clean finish. It even rated a POWERSLAM-PLUS from MATWATCH. 
The only merciful thing about Theodore R. Long vs. Paul Ellering in a boxing 
match is at the two minutes when it ended. No pun, no fun, glad it was done. 


Further, if he's still in the pramotion next year, you can bet a WWF Dino 
Bravo match will make the top five of this category. His woeful meeting with 
Jim Duggan was enough to make a cat litter box smell fragrant. 


The videotaped solo event of NO HOLDS BARRED: THE MATCH/THE MOVIE was Tiny 
Lister's swan song as Zeus and the Hogan/Beefcake team's victory was about as 
monotonous as the program-length commercial to blast cable systems considering 
not carrying the ROYAL RUMBLE. 


The Sheik-Rotunda event was not evidence that Mike wasn't good but clear in 
how bad the Iron Sheik is. Considering the fact that the Sheik had not even 
been seen on TV in the weeks leading up to CAPITOL COMBAT, the only salvation 
was in his doing a clean job for Rotunda. 








(OTHER VOTES: Dusty Rhodes vs. Randy Savage, SUMMER SLAM, 80; Doug Furnas 
vs. Dutch Mantel, BASH '90, 55; Jake Roberts vs. Bad News Brown, SUMME 
52; Alliance vs. Mercenaries, SURVIVOR SERIES, 8; Freebirds vs. Renegade War- 
riors, HALLOWEEN HAVOC, 6; Roddy Piper vs. Dino Bravo, SNME, and Lex Luger vs. 
Ric Plair, CAPITOL COMBAT, 5 each; Rock & Roll Express vs. DOOM, CAPITOL 
COMBAT, Master Blasters vs. es eed Boys, HALLOWEEN HAVOC, Jim Duggan/Nikolai 
Volkoff vs. Orient Express, SUMMER SLAM, and Rhodes/Sapphire vs. Savage/Sherri 
Martel, WRESTLEMANIA VI, 3 dad Bill Irwin vs. Terry Taylor, HALLOWEEN HAVOC, 
and SURVIVOR SERIES finale, 1 each.) 
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CLASH OF THE CHAMPIONS XIII: THANKSGIVING THUNDER, WCW, 504. 
SUMMER SLAM, WWF, 269. 

CLASH OF THE CHAMPIONS XI: COASTAL CRUSH, WCW, 268. 

SURVIVOR SERIES IV, WWF, 228. 

CAPITOL COMBAT: RETURN OF ROBOCOP, WCW, 193. 

WRESTLEMANIA VI, WWF, 184. 

CLASH OF THE CHAMPIONS XII: FALL BRAWL, WCW, 60. 





I had some observers question me why the winning event was even listed as a 
nominee. "It wasn't really a 'supercard,' and it wasn't the same as a 
WRESTLEMANIA or SUMMER SLAM," said one of my closest friends in the wrestling 
industry. Why? People had to pay $11.95 for a marginal movie and a bad 
match. Two, it was promoted as if it were the second coming and the final 
showdown between Hulk Hogan and Zeus in the Hogan/Beefcake-Zeus/Savage match. 
"I still can't believe I actually paid $12 for that thing," writes Jeff Cleary 
of Greenville NC. 

But for "conventional" supercards, the overwhelming vote for CLASH XII: 
THANKSGIVING THUNDER should say something to WCW. Despite a classic Ric 
Flair-Butch Reed match and a strong Brian Pillman-Buddy Landell affair, this 
one was reminiscent of the arom of Gilman Paper Company near Jacksonville. 
The fact that the show was too late to get on the original MATWATCH 'TV AWARDS 
ballot further amplified MATWATCHers' ire with the big write-in. 

SUMMER SLAM, which drew a $12 million pay-per-view audience and bored meny 
of them in an off-night for WWF production and showcasing, a turnabout from 
the 1989 SLAM, which only drew 3 points in the WORST OF... category. 

COASTAL CRUSH might have survived as much bad blood had it not been capped 
by the Junkyard Dog-Ric Flair finale, which insulted many MATWATCHers in JYD 
being pushed within a DQ win of the NWA title after walking out on doing a job 
for The Great Muta in the opener of 1989's WRESTLE WAR. 

SURVIVOR SERIES, coming as late as it does in the voting period, often does 
not register strong balloting. But the revised format with a "match of 


WENN ER I 
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survival" in the finale did not save the show from nailing down fifth spot in 
the category of infamy. 


(OTHER VOTES:  ROYAL RUMBLE, WWF, 6; GREAT AMERICAN BASH: NEW REVOLUTION, 
WOW, 3; and HALLOWEEN HAVOC, WCW, and CLASH X: TEXAS SHOOTOUT, WCW, 1 each.) 


ee OE WINNER: 
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2. INTERNATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING, 240. 

3. WWF ALL-AMERICAN WRESTLING, USA Cable, 216. 

4. WWF WRESTLING CHALLENGE, Syndicated, 144. 

>. WHF WRESTLING SPOTLIGHT, Syndicated, 125. 

6. UNIVERSAL WRESTLING FEDERATION, Sports Channel America, 120. 
7T.  SOUTHEASTERN CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING, 96. 

8. NWA WORLD WIDE WRESTLING, Syndicated, 89. 

9. WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING, TBS, 80. 


CNWA, The Sports Network (Canada), 80. 


Verne Gagne's epitaph may read: I REGRET THAT I ONLY HAVE ONE MORE RERUN 
TO GIVE MY CABLE NETWORK. Closing the year with five months of reruns on its 
weekly ESPN slot and led on regional sports cable by one of the top finishers 
for WORST PLAY-BY-PLAY ANNOUNCER, AWA CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING was a better than 
2-to-l choice as the worst weekly outing in pro wrestling. It was the AWA's 
second consecutive victory, headlined by an ill-produced TEAM CHALLENGE series 
which was difficult to follow on a weekly basis, never caught on and was high- 


lighted by regular "accidental" victories by Jake (The Milkman) Milliman. 

Then there is the group which offered nine airings of Tony Atlas losing the 
ICW championship belt to Vic Steamboat. INTERNATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING 
began 1990 with some sizzling low-budget shows booked by Paul Heyman and actu- 


ally demonstrated improved production values. But the memory which has stuck 
in many Northeast voters' and tape traders’ minds is the program deteriorating 
into a series of reruns, which included old CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING FROM 
FLORIDA matches and some contests at least seven years old. 
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The next three slots going to WE shows is indicative of newsletter 
subscribers who have a predaminant bent toward more action wrestling, rather 
than characterizations. But the bad team of Gene Okerlund and Hillbilly Jim 
on ALL-AMERICAN WRESTLING made frequent poor matches seem even worse. 
Complaints about CHALLENGE appear puzzling, since Bobby Heenan had one of his 
Stronger years at mikeside. Several voters indicated their votes for 
SPOTLIGHT simply because it was a rerun series. 

Herb Abrams' UNIVERSAL WRESTLING FEDERATION FURY HOUR has not been seen by 
enough MATWATCHers to be a major contender but those who did vote for it 
resoundingly did so. “It could have had the best matches in America and 
having to listen to Herb was enough to call the whole hour THE MAALOX MOMENT," 
said MATWATCH West Coast correspondent Chris Crosby. 

The ambivalence of perception is clearly evident in WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 
WRESTLING making the Top 10 list of the WORST OF... as well as winning the 
BEST WEEKLY SERIES category. Two years ago, when WCW---in the last year of 
its first Dusty Rhodes era---was voted the WORST WEEKLY SERIES, it also 
finished fourth in the BEST OF... voting. 


(OTHER VOTES: NWA MAIN EVENT, TBS, 77; WWF SUPERSTARS OF WRESTLING, 72; 
WINDY CITY WRESTLING and IWA WRESTLING, 56 each; NWA POWER HOUR, TBS, and USWA 
LEGENDS, ESPN, 40 each; WWF PRIME TIME WERESTLING, USA Cable, 9; LPWA and NWA 
PRO WRESTLING, 8 each; G.L.O.W. (reruns), PAN AM WRESTLING, WESTERN WRESTLING 
ALLIANCE, 5 each; PORTLAND WRESTLING, 4; NAWA WRESTLING, 3; PRO WRESTLING '90, 
USWA CHALLENGE, 2 each; PWF/FLORIDA WRESTLING, 1.) 
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2. RINGSIDE RALPH STRANGIS, AWA ALL-STAR WRESTLING, 477. 

3 MARC LOWRANCE, USWA CHALLENGE/KTVT CHAMPIONSHIP SPORTS, 316. 
4. ED WHALEN, CNWA, 248. 

2. LEE MARSHALL, IWA WRESTLING, 180. 

6 J.C. CARSON, SOUTHEASTERN CHAMPIONSHIP, 129. 

7 GORILLA MONSOON, WWF CHALLENGE/PRIME TIME, 100. 


ol 


WORST PLAY-BY-PLAY ANNOUNCER 





8. JOHN HEATH, PWF/FLORIDA WRESTLING, 62. 
9. VINCE McMAHON JR., WWF SUPERSTARS, 61. 
lO. SEAN MOONEY, WWF PRIME TIME, 48. 


Last year, we said we could apparently retire David Crockett from annually 
winning this dubious honor simply because he wouldn't be on the air in 1990 
(let's hope Dusty Rhodes doesn't get any ideas on his TBS return). But the 
man who told reporters in New York he was bringing in Bruiser Brody to wrestle 
and Blackjack Mulligan to book roosts at the bottom of the heap in 1991, based 
on 13 weeks on SPORTS CHANNEL AMERICA as lead announcer of his UWF. "To say 
Herb is an embarrassment is like saying JELLO wobbles," is the view of 
California MATWATCHer Ernie Harper. 

Abrams" late rally outdistanced the AWA's Ralph Strangis, who probably 
appeared worse than he really was after being saddled with Greg Gagne as a 
color comentator. 

Lowrance, who was only a middle-of-the-pack also-ran last year, vaulted to 
the runner-down spot in his final half-year as top USWA mike man. Lowrance, 
who does have a following among some Tennessee MATWATCHers, epitomized his own 
plight during a Chris Adams match when Adams was clobbered by a Coke bottle 
and Lowrance proclaimed:  "HE--—-MAY----BE----DEAD!" ‘That was MATWATCHer Dick 
Bourne's favorite line of all time. 

The only reason Whalen dropped from second to fourth this year has to be 
his declining exposure. He appeared on the closing weeks of CNWA's TSN run 
and the show was canceled. Ed was as much luck to CNWA as Jim Bakker was to 
the PTL. 

Marshall, who early in Ted Turner's ownership of the NWA was considered a 
candidate for WORLD WIDE WRESTLING, deteriorated during his short IWA run and 
did some of his worst mike work ever. Carson, who is now a cult figure among 
newsletter subscribers who have never seen the former local Chattanooga 
series, butchers the King's English worse than Ray Candy and Sir Samuel F. 
Kent combined. In a late series move to salvage interest, Carson was turned 
into a heel host and was even worse. Take my word for it, if you saw 
SOUTHEASTERN, you may have had a hard time choosing between J.C. and Herb 
for the worst. 


(OTHER VOTES: Tim Dix, SOUTHERN CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING, 9; Jim Ross, WORLD 
CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING, 7; Craig Johnson, USWA CHALLENGE, 6; Lance Russell, 
NWA PRO WRESTLING, and Gwen Brown, PAN AM WRESTLING, 5 each; Frank Dusek, 
SOUTH ATLANTIC WRESTLINC, and Bob Dow, ICW, l each.) 
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2. HILLBILLY JIM, WWF ALL-AMERICAN WRESTLING, 591 1/3. 

3. VERNE GAGNE, AWA CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING, 300. 

4. JACK BRICKHOUSE, WGN NWA PRO WRESTLING, 256. 

5. GREG GAGNE, AWA ALL-STAR WRESTLING, 136. 

6. TOMMY RICH, WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING, 92. 

7. OLE ANDERSON, WORLD WIDE WRESTLING, 80. 

8. DOWNTOWN BRUNO, THE NEW USWA CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING, 60. 
9. BRUNO SAMMARTINO, UWF FURY HOUR, 52. 

10. 


LORD ALFRED HAYES, WWF PRIME TIME WRESTLING, 48. 


"Awww, came on, he wasn't really a color commentator," said the same friend 
who questioned our including NO HOLDS BARRED: THE MATCH/THE MOVIE in the 
WORST SUPERCARD category. ‘The friend was absolutely right: Thunderbolt 
Patterson was indeed no color commentator. His three stints at the color mike 
with Jim Ross and Bob Caudle on WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING had to be one of 
the most painful experiences Ross has ever had and he once had to call a Paul 
Jones-Ivan Koloff match. “I think he have all the tools to be a rassler," was 
one typical analysis of Thunderbolt concerning Scott Steiner. Ole Anderson's 
re-inflicting of T'bolt on us was enough to make us pine for a diet of Super- 
star Billy Grabam's "bruh-thuh." 

Hillbilly Jim is not a bad person, he's not an unfriendly person. He just 
isn't an announcer. Although the recent December tryout of Honky Tonk Man is 
comparably unfavorable, Jim ran T'bolt a close race until the last 25 votes 
were mailed. 

Verne, who wrested the crown away from Grabam last year, really didn't get 
on our nerves much during 1990 because he stayed away from the mike most of 
the time. But when he picked one up, it was like rubbing an Oral-B toothbrush 
against a bleeding gum. 

Wrestling analyst Jeff Bowdren loves to lampoon Jack Brickhouse's Gotch and 
Hackenschmidt routine. Brickhouse is one of the legendary baseball announcers 
and in my forthcaming book on the 50 years of television wrestling, he figures 
regularly in the early days of ABC network ring shows. But that was in 1950. 
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Ol' Jack never left that era and after hearing his ramblings during HALLOWEEN 
HAVOC, it made me thankful we are not offered WGN on cable here. 

And, of course, one cannot leave behind the final triple-digit scorer, Greg 
Gagne, who often sings new lyrics to the song Que Sera Sera: "When I was just 
a little boy, I asked my father, what will I be? Will I be boring? Will I be 
e RE KG 


(OTHER VOTES: Bulldog Bob Brown, CNWA, and Roddy Piper, WWF, 9 each; Ralph 
Strangis (did he do color?), 5; Joe Pedicino, USWA, and Jonathan Holliday, 
PORTLAND, 3 each; Diamond Dallas Page, PWF/IWA, Ricky Morton, WCW, Terrence 
Garvin, USWA, l each.) 
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2. THE MASTER BLASTERS, WCW, 457. 
3. THE BLACK SCORPION, WCW, 292. 
4. MAGNUM FORCE, WCW, 289. 

5. EARTHQUAKE, WWF, 236. 

6. TUGBOAT, WWF, 220. 

7. CANDYMAN, WCW, 152. 

8. THE BOWLERS, CNWA, 56. 

9. TEXAS TORNADO, WWF, 48. 

lO. THE JUICER, WCW, 40. 


It's hard to figure whether Tony Atlas has become Kunta Kinte or the new 
Wahoo McDaniel with that outfit and two different spellings of his name. We 
are reminded almost weekly that he lost the ICW heavyweight title to Vic 
Steamboat. But that's another show. MATWATCHers were not particularly 
emotional in their voting. They simply didn't like Atlas as Simba. 

The Master Blasters appear to be a bad idea Dusty Rhodes should simply let 
fade. Says George Thompson of Toronto: "It's bad enough to try to do a Road 
Warriors clone but when you do a bad Road Warriors clone, it is a complete 
insult." 
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HERB ABRAMS, UWF, 312. 

. THE ULTIMATE WARRIOR, WCW, 243. 

. \JUNKYARD DOG, WCW, 240. 

. THE MASTER BLASTERS, WCW, 232. 

. ANDRE THE GIANT, WWF, 208. 

. VERNE GAGNE, AWA, 200 1/2 

. ROBERT GIBSON, WCW, 100. 

. SCOTT "FLASH" NORTON, AWA/PORTLAND, 89. 
D. ED WHALEN, CNWA, 88. 


4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
1 


David Crockett is consigned to the hopeless cause of promoting WCW's west 
coast swing, MATWATCHers have decided The Ultimate Warrior isn't quite as bad 
a personality as he they thought last year (although those "Hoke Hokum" inter- 
views were worth considering) and Tim Dix was a better manager than he was a 
commentator. Introducing this year's winner of The McLean Stevenson-David 
Crockett Futility Award:  Thunderbolt Patterson.  Thankfully, Teddy Long has 
all the talent Thunderbolt never did. 

T'bolt is one of these things like Cream of Wheat: you have to cultivate a 
taste for him. And if you do, you find it's bad taste. Just a time or two, 
when he would tell Jim Ross, "If I could ONLY say what I want to say. I'm so 
full....," I wish Ross had piped back, "Then say it and get it over with 
because we know what you're full of." 

Herb's momentum carried over from his victory in the PLAY-BY-PLAY 
competition and leaves promise because since Thunderbolt is gone and the UWF 
has lasted through January, Abrams automatically qualifies for next year's 
voting and could win. 

I don't know that I would have put JYD in the show position, simply because 
there were so many I saw worse. Some wrestling analysts still cannot figure 
why newsletter subscribers don't see the value of Ultimate Warrior as a 
personality but perhaps if he wasn't having to live in the shadow of Hulk 
Hogan, he would not come across as such as weak link. Jim Hellwig is simply 
a weak interview. 
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Here's an example of an early Master Blasters interview: "We are....the 
Master....Blasters. And we are....here...to....stay!" These are two guys who 
never should be close to a mike. As for Andre, he my be a bad personality 
but he still got a Post cereals endorsement this year. 

And then there was 1989's winner: Old Verne. Is it possible that the old 
boy improved with age? I mean, has he gained so much stature that he is only 
seventh-worst in the land? Or is it simply the old cliche of "outta sight, 
outta mind?" If it's true that the AWA has a 26-week contract to continue on 
ESPN and all we're served are a diet of reruns, we'll retire Old Verne fram 
the competition next year. After all, he may drop to 13th. 


(OTHER VOTES: Percival Pringle III, USWA, 76; Greg Gagne, AWA, 65 1/2; 
Downtown Bruno, USWA, 44; Leon Spinks, USWA, 40; Jim Herd, WCW, 13; Vince 
McMahon, Jr., WWF, 8; Brother LUV, WWF, Rocky King, WCW, Gorilla Monsoon, WWF, 
and Missy Hyatt, WCW, 5 each; Vicious Vicki, USWA, Craig Johnson, USWA, J.C. 
Carson, SOUTHEASTERN, Tim Dix, SCW, and Ralph Strangis, AWA, 3 each; Ray 
Candy, GA. ALL-STAR, Jimmy Snuka, WWF, Tommy Jammer, AWA, Dusty Rhodes, WAP, 
Richard Marley, WCW, and Earthquake Tenta, WF, 1 each.) ` 
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ROSS SCORES THE HAT PRICE 
WCW Host BEST PLAY-BY-PLAY ANNOUNCER Third Straight Year 
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STEINER BROTHERS CHRIS CRUISE 
No. 2 PPV Match vs. Nasties Best Play-By-Play Runner-Up 









EDDIE GILBERT CURT HENNIG 
No. 2 Best Single Performance Santana Match Among Tops 





^ RIC FLAIR 
Outstanding TV Personality 





THUNDERBOLT PATTERSON 
Worst TV Personality/Color Commentator with Jim Wilson 
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STING WINS NWA TITLE IN BALTIMORE 


Sting’s victory over Ric Flair in the finale of the GREAT 
AMERICAN BASH pay-per-view show is heralded as one of the 
MATWATCH TOP 15 TV NEWS STORIES for 1990. Inside the next 19 
pages are highlights of the outstanding events related to 
television wrestling during the year past. As in any year, 
television played the most important role in the ups and downs 
major promotions in the U.S. and Canada. 
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(EDITOR'S NOTE: 


Over the past three years, 
making the friendship of the author of this piece. 


I've delighted in 
Dr. Morton is 


a professor at Auburn University at Montgomery in Alabama and is 
co-author of the book, WRESTLING TO RASSLIN', which details an 
academic view of the evolution of pro wrestling prior to the year 


1983. Dr. 
lished short story, 
WATCH 1990 ANNUAL. 


The announcer's voice sparkled 
with excitement as it told of the 
upcaming sports extravaganza to be 
held in the Clarenceville National 
Guard Armory.  "...and in the main 
event, Johnny Martin and Ivan 
Andranov will meet in a no disqual- 
ification, loser leave town match." 

Grandma and I squirmed with 
excitement, knowing that nothing 
would keep us from our ringside seats 
for this one. For the past several 
weeks, we'd spent every Wednesday 
night at the Armory and every 
Saturday afternoon in front of the 
television watching the feud between 
Martin and Andranov work its way to 
this exciting match. 

It had all started when Andranov 
had interfered in a match between the 
Canadian Strangler and Martin, 
causing Martin to lose his Tennessee 
Heavyweight Championship, next to the 
world's heavyweight championship the 
most important belt in all wrestling, 
the announcer said, because all the 
best wrestlers were in Tennessee. 

After losing his championship, 
Martin decided that revenge was more 
important than regaining his belt, so 
he set out to whip Andranov, which he 


Morton has regained the rights to his previously pub- 
THE LAST MATCH, 
It could have happened anywhere in America.) 


and shares it for the MAT- 


did in a grudge match on television, 
except after the match, Andranov, the 
Strangler, and several other 
wrestlers had held Martin and cut his 
hair, right in the middle of the ring 
and on television, too. A couple of 
weeks later, Martin caugbt Andranov 
in the dressing roam, tarred and 
feathered him, and dragged him out in 
front of the television cameras. It 
was great, but you just knew that 
Johnny wouldn't be able to get away 
with it. Sure enough, Andranov won 
the next match they had, and 
unfortunately the loser had to put on 
a dress. I got pretty upset, but 
Grandma said I shouldn't. 

"A man's gotta stand behind his 
word, even if that Russian rat did 
pull samething from his trunks to hit 
Johnny with!" 

The next week was even better 
because, again an television, Johnny 
kissed Andranov's wife Gurnia who 
went to all the matches and sat in 
his corner. She was really ugly, but 
wrestlers are used to pain, so I 
figured that Johnny didn't mind too 
much. After that, Andranov made her 
wear the black veil of shame because 
she'd been disgraced. He was most. 


likely just jealous because she 
hadn't seemed to mind the kiss, 
probably because Andranov's real 
ugly, too, and she has to kiss him 
most of the time. She's not a 
wrestler and used to pain and 
probably doesn't even like to even if 
he is her husband. But when he made 
her wear that veil, Grandma finally 
got upset, especially when one day 
Johnny pulled it off and Gurnia's 
eyes were blackened. 

"That Russian needs a good horse 
whippin' for treatin' that woman that 
way, 'ceptin' she deserves it for 
marrin' him," Grandma cried with a 
passion that made it clear she'd be 
glad to do the whipping if Johnny 
didn't. But we knew he would so it 
didn't come to that. 

And now they were going to settle 
it once and for all, Andranov 
would have to leave town; at least I 
hoped he would. Not that I had any 
doubt that Johnny could whip him, but 
with Andranov you just never knew 
what would happen. He was sneaky and 
won a lot of matches. 

All day at school on Wednesday the 
time passed real slow as all I could 
think about was going to wrestling 
that night. At lunch I got into a 
fight with Freddy Johnson who said 
that wrestling was fake and that they 
knew ahead of time who was going to 
win. At least the principal let us 
off easy with three licks and a 
warning instead of calling our folks. 
Mom and Dad didn't care much for 
going to wrestling anyway and mainly 
went just to take Grandma, but they 
sure would hae left me at home as 
punishment if they knew I'd been 
fighting. I figured three licks was 
a low price to pay for considering 
what was at stake. 

That night when we finally 
arrived, the parking lot at the 
Armory was full and hard to get into 
because people had parked their cars 
in such directions that they looked 
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like the bumper cars at the fair 
before the ride starts. It would 
start when they were leaving and 
trying to get to Shoney's ahead of 
the crowd. But for now everyone was 
much more concerned with getting good 
seats than whether they got a few 
scrapes or dents on their cars. 

When she saw all the cars, Grandma 
checked her purse for the tickets 
she'd picked up earlier in the week. 
There they were, front row seats 
where we'd be able to see all the 
action. She'd also brought her cane 
along, saying that her rheumatism was 
bothering her, but Dad made her leave 
it in the car. He knew that she 
wasn't beyond using it if the situa- 
tion got desperate and it looked like 
Johnny might lose the match and have 
to leave town. 

The atmosphere inside the Armory 
was kind of like that at a church pot 
luck dinner. All manner of people 
were milling about, ignoring their 
children who were running around drop 
kicking each other and trying out new 
wrestling holds they'd seen on 
television, twisting each other's 
arms and legs in every direction 
other than the way they were supposed 
to go. Mama looked at me as if to 
say "you stay with us." 

Most of the men and women were 
fram the surrounding farms and came 
dressed in work pants and windbreak- 
ers or cotton dresses and ragged 
sweaters. The mayor and other local 
officials stuck out in their fine 
dress as they wore pastel colored 
leisure suits and flowered shirts 
that bulged at the waist like a five 
dollar bouquet. The older boys with 
dates had their hair styled and wore 
bright slacks and shirts with white 
loafers and belts. No doubt about 
it, it was a big night and the whole 
town wás out in their Sunday dress. 

Since I was almost twelve, I was 
also beginning to notice the girls 
who wore dresses made out of what 


looked something like colored cheese 
cloth and that was so thin their bras 
showed through. Especially the ones 
whose bras were colored different 
than the dresses. They had on lots 
of makeup so that their eyes looked a 
lot like Gurnia's had when Johnny had 
pulled off the black veil of shame. 

These girls always sat in Johnny's 
corner and offered their clothes to 
him after matches so that he could 
wipe away any blood and sweat. It 
seemed quite a gesture to me, but I 
wasn't sure that a handkerchief 
wouldn't have been more practical 
considering what those dresses must 
have cost; still you had to appreci- 
ate the generosity of these ladies. 

We barely got to our seats in time 
for me to look around before the 
matches started. On one side was an 
old man with a bandage wrapped around 
his head and blood crusted behind one 
ear. He was a real wrestling fan to 
be there in that condition. On the 
other side was a man who kept bending 
over to drink from a brown bag with- 
out being observed by the ushers and 
a five or six year old little girl 
squirming around, anxious for things 
to start right away, which they did. 

The early matches went by pretty 
fast as no mone cared much who won. 
Between a little girl yelling ob- 
scenities and the man with the band- 
aged head adding his remarks, howev- 
er, we all had a good time. 

At last the only match left was 
between Johnny and Andranov, and we 
were all ready: the girls with the 
cheese cloth dresses, the farm folks, 
the little girl with the dirty mouth, 
the old man with the bandaged head, 
Grandma and me. Johnny came out 
first, bounding into the ring, his 
muscular body well-oiled and his 
blond hair neatly trimmed and combed. 
Cheers filled the hall as he began 
his warmups, stretching and bending, 
occasionally flexing his muscles for 
the girls who sat in his corner so 
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that his body rippled and excited 
them with every twitch. Grandma 
beamed, and I knew that if she'd been 
younger she would have been over in 
Johnny's corner wearing a cheese 
cloth dress. 

Before we even saw him, a chorus 
of boos and a volley of flying paper 
wads and cups of ice sailing toward 
the villain's dressing room announced 
Andranov's arrival. He slowly 
preceded his wife Gurnia as they 
worked their way down the aisle 
between the rows of folding chairs. 
Several of the older boys threatened 
to take him on but then backed off 
when Andranov sneered and encouraged 
their efforts and called them 
American cowards when they refused to 
carry out their threats. 

"Andranov's a Russian queer," the 
little girl shouted to a loud round 
of approval from everyone who heard 
her. Her father now sat staring into 
the brown bag he no longer bothered 
to hide from the ushers. "Atta 
girl," he said without looking up. 

Even the old man with the bandaged 
head was more serious than he had 
been earlier.  "Johnny'd better watch 
out tonight," he said to the people 
around him. Grandma nodded her 
agreement, her face no longer beaming 
but rather set with worry and deter- 
mination. I could tell by the look 
that she was thinking about her cane 
back in the car. 

When they finally reached the 
ring, Gurnia jumped up and stretched 
the ropes apart so that anov 
could easily climb in. A roar of 
cheers went up as Johnny blew her 
kisses, and, although it was hard to 
tell bebind the black veil of shame, 
she seemed to smile in response. 
Andranov responded by barking at her 
and ordering her to get out of the 
ring and into her chair in the 
corner. Then stepping over to the 
ring announcer, he grabbed the 
microphone away. 


"Say goodbye to your hero," 
Andranov shouted as he gestured to 
the audience, his features set in a 
confident smirk. "For tonight, I, 
Professor Ivan Lastamovich Andranov, 
am going to annihilate my opponent." 
Johnny waved him off, but Andranov 
continued amidst a symphony of boos, 
hisses and obscenities about his 
mother. 

"You see before you the greatest 
instrument of human destruction in 
all the world," he shouted in 
response to the catcalls, "and I'm 
going to avenge the insults my wife 
has suffered by ending Johnny 


Martin's wrestling career, right here 


in front of you tonight." 

Suddenly, Johnny who had been 
sitting back and listening and 
smiling, leaped across the ring and 

grabbed Andranov, pounding him into 
the mat while the announcer slid out 
of the ring and the referee called 
for the bell. Johnny's attack came 
so suddenly that it appeared the 
match might end before really getting 


started as he dropkicked, bodyslammed 


shoulder broke, and pile drove 
Andranov in a series of good moves. 
The chorus again broke out as the 
building filled with approving 
cheers. 

The little girl shouted another 
obscenity while her father continued 
encouraging her, his head now 
permanently planted between his legs, 
and the man with the bandaged head 
and blood crusted ear roared his 
approval as well. 

The excited reaction continued as 
Andranov rolled through the ropes and 
into the protective arms of Gurnia, 
but Johnny followed immediately after 
him as it was a no disqualification 
match which meant that anything goes. 
Suddenly, Andranov grabbed Gurnia and 
hurled her into Johnny, leaving them 
both lying knocked out on the floor 
and sending the black veil of shame 
flying into the audience where 
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several of the fans scrambled for it. 

Andranov took full advantage of 
the situation and began pounding 
Johnny's face until blood dripped 
from a head wound, coloring Johnny's 
face and Andranov's fist. Gurnia 
crawled away searching for her black 
veil of shame. Paper wads, bottles, 
popcorn and boos came flying from the 
crowd as Johnny received the beating 
he had been pramised only moments 
before. 

No one even noticed that the 
little girl's father had looked up 
from his brown bag until he suddenly 
grabbed Andranov, spun him around and 
with one punch, left him lying 
unconscious on the floor. 

A confused silence filled the 
Armory as we all sat quiet, 
especially Johnny and Gurnia, both of 
whom had completely recovered and 
stood staring as the police escorted 
the man out and the referee worked on 
Andranov with smelling salts. 

It was all over in less than five 
minutes. An old drunk had ended with 
one punch the most eagerly awaited 
match to be held in Clarenceville in 
years. No one spoke, not even the 
old man with the bandage around his 
head. In the silence we all headed 
toward the door to go to Shoney's 
until Grandma smiled and spoke up, 
"Just think, the next time, it will 
have to be a cage match if they're 
oe settle this thing once and 
for all." 
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(Dr. Morton has written for a 
number of academic journals and 
literary magazines. He has also been 
frequently interviewed on television 
and radio news programs prior to 
major wrestling cards of the 1980s. 

He can be reached at Auburn 
University-Montgomery, Montgomery AL 
36193-0401.) 
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Dramatic breakthroughs, upward turns, innovations are what one 
looks for in selecting the year's top news stories in any field. 
Unfortunately, during the year 1990, many of the top television 
news stories in wrestling served as catalysts for WHAT WENT 
WRONG.  MATWATCH selections for the top 15 news stories of the 
year center strictly around events affected by the television end 
of the business, not simply title changes, personnel movements or 
out-of-ring incidents. 

The top news stories cover events, personalities and 
television occurrences for the period December 1, 1989-November 
30, 1990. All selections cover strictly television-related news 
events in the United States and Canada. 


ULIL,UTINMZAUPUS WARRIOR DEFEATS 
HULK HOGAN FOR WHE BELT 
AT WRESTLEMANIA VI 





| Re It was, simply stated, the most dramatic 25 minutes in 
Fag. | pro wrestling during 1990. Only the most traditional NWA 
it EE EO EE | hardcore could not have been swept up by the intensity and 
ED mo crescendo of the match, led by a screaming 64,000 in the 


Toronto Skydome, and what may have been the ring perform- 
ance of Hulk Hogan's career. The late March main event 
marked a literal passing of the torch as standardbearer of 
the WWF, though the initial months of Jim Hellwig's reign did not prove an 
instant boom for the Warrior character. For purely entertainment purposes, 
the Hogan-Warrior battle was outstanding television. 

The WRESTLEMANIA pay-per-view buy-rate was the lowest percentage in pay- 
cable history (3.9%), which was a story in itself, considering the buildup for 
the confrontation of babyfaces, but what set this single match apart were two 
things: its booking, with 14 false finishes and a longer contest than either 
performer had ever presented on national television, which lifted an average 
match, wrestling-wise, to one of the most memorable in history; and the four- 
minute post-match period in which a teary-eyed Hogan went for the WWF world 
belt, returned to the ring and presented the strap to the Warrior before an 
emotional embrace between the two. Jesse Ventura wrapped the package in a 
catharsis with the line, "Who knows? Hulkamania just may live forever." 
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PER-VIEW REVENUE DISPUTE 





In probably the major business dispute of 1990, which 
threatened the entire structure of the WWF's relationship 
with pay-cable television, pay distributor Viewer's " 

Choice, which held the key to cable operators with more ij mem T 
than million homes, pulled the plug on Titan Sports pay 

cards in early December 1989. Titan had attempted to 

increase its own percentage of PPV revenues for 1990 shows and the Viewer's 
Choice consortium balked. 

During its on-air syndicated and USA Network shows and for nearly 45 
minutes of a taped pay show, NO HOLDS BARRED: ‘THE MATCH/THE MOVIE, Titan 
announcers lambasted VC and openly solicited a viewer telephone and mail 
campaign to the cable systems which own the pay service. Viewer's Choice 
officials responded decisively in trade journals BROADCASTING and ELECTRONIC 
MEDIA. The week before the January ROYAL RUMBLE, Titan backed down on its 
hard-line stance on an increase and signed a seven-year deal with VC for its 
future pay shows. However, it was too late to save the RUMBLE from an 
estimated 1.9% buy-rate, one of the two lowest in WWF history. 
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STING WINS NWA WORLD TITLE 
IN FINALE OF BALTIMORE'S 
"GREAT AMERICAN BASH" 





i K After a rise to national stardom of nearly three years 
i ^, and a brief stutter-step, thanks to a massive knee injury 
d "| in February, Steve (Sting) Borden defeated Ric Flair to 
ii capture the NWA world heavyweight championship in the main 
event of the third pay-per-view GREAT AMERICAN BASH. 
Subtitled NEW REVOLUTION, the Sting-Flair confrontation 
drew a 1.6% buy-rate among pay-cable subscribers and was the weakest of four 
nationally-televised matches between the two in the last two years. Flair, 
who reverted to a heel in February after less than a year in an unsuccessful 
run as a babyface, appeared off his standard timing and unenthusiastic in 
dropping the belt to the NWA's first true "character" champion (Dusty Rhodes 
aside). Sting, in his first match since the injury, was tentative in spots 
and held back on some of his more risky flying moves until a Stinger splash 
near the end. 

The show ended with a massive pyrotechnic display to celebrate Sting's 
victory, which was about the most spectacular element of his six-month run as 
world champion. The BASH show, wrestling-wise, was more noteworthy for its 
Southern Boys-Midnight Express match, voted by MATWATCHers as the Outstanding 
Pay-Per-View Match of 1990. 
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CLASH OF THE CHAMPIONS 
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SEF SETS AUDIENCE RECORD 
FOR TWO MAIN EVENTS 
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After a predominantly lackluster show, audience RS D 
interest was strong enough in the first live basic cable IERE AA, 
television match between Ric Flair and Lex Luger and in RR rM 
a finale between NWA world champion Sting and a mystery | d 
figure, The Black Scorpion to set a new viewership record 
for cable television. 

Both the Flair-Luger and Sting-Scorpion events were seen in 3.8 million 
homes, which topped the Flair-Terry Funk match of November 1988 and the 
January 1988 WWF ROYAL RUMBLE. Ole Anderson's much-maligned CLASH OF THE 
CHAMPIONS XII registered a 5.0 rating and was the third most-watched TRS 
wrestling special ever. The September special, which saw Flair lose by 
disqualification to Luger when Stan Hansen ran in and a Sting win over the 
Scorpion (Al Perez) before a second Scorpion (Dave Sheldon) appeared at 
ringside and a closing angle which saw Sid Vicious attack Sting, was the high 
spot in audience levels during the seven-month Anderson bookership of WOW. 
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TUT FOUR EPISODES OF WEEKLY 


WCW, WWF CABLE SERIES 
BREAK 4.0 RATING LEVEL 


— 
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ON | In a year which saw a slow erosion of cable TV ratings, 
13 EE two episodes of the formerly-named NWA MAIN EVENT, one of 
i ` WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING and an August edition of USA 
Lines PES sss  Network's PRIME TIME WRESTLING either matched or topped a 


.4.0 rating, a virtual benchmark for cable series in the 

last half-decade. 
NWA MAIN EVENT registered a 4.4 rating on one of the nation's coldest 
weekends in January for a Ric Flair/Arn Anderson vs. Rock & Roll Express 
topliner to become the most-watched episode of a weekly cable wrestling series 
in history. 'The segment was seen in nearly 2.4 million homes with the tag 
team finale posting a 4.6 rating for its 20 minutes, the most-watched single 
match of a weekly cable series ever. Flair resigned as WOW booker two days 
later. One week previously, NME averaged a 4.1 rating to again top the magic 
number. 

The same weekend, WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING, which advanced several 
angles leading up to the February CLASH OF THE CHAMPIONS special, rolled to a 
4.0 rating, its highest figure in more than three years and its top audience 
ever in 2.18 million homes. 

An August edition of WWF PRIME TIME WRESTLING on USA Cable checked in with 
a 4.1 rating for its most-watched outing ever in 2.21 million homes. 

In its early years the WCW Saturday show scored ratings as high as 6.8 and 
PRIME TIME once posted a 4.8 in 1985 but cable hames were then fewer. 
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But Funk, pressured from his i EE A EE EE oe 
roles as executive producer of i 

syndication and WOW booking com- 
mittee member, became frustrated 
when many of his ideas were not 
adapted. Cruise had been told by 
insiders the return of Tony 
Schiavone to WOW would cost him 
his WORLD WIDE WRESTLING host 
slot. Further, Cruise had been 
shifted to an alternating road 
ring announcer post and was 
subjected to comments in front of 
other wrestlers like this one from 
Kevin Sullivan: "We're gonna do 
this tonight. Chris, be sure and 
tell Meltzer about this one." 

WOW personnel had to fly to 
Jackson MS on their way to 
Greenwood MS for a syndication i 
taping. Funk said later on New pi 
York's PRO WRESTLING SPOTLIGHT, 

"I got to Jackson and I just 
realized it was time to go home. 
So I changed my flight and went 
home to Texas." | 

Cruise went on to Greenwood but 
learned hours before the show that 
Sullivan would be his co-host. 
Cruise refused to go on. "I was 
tired. I had been on the road i 
more than two weeks and I was in D 
battling the flu. When they toid 
me Kevin was going on with me, all 
I could think of was the propsect CHRIS CRUISE 
of him embarrassing me on the 
air," Cruise told MATWATCH. 

Cruise was dismissed by WCW executive vice president Jim Herd two 
days later. 

On the same PWS show, the two related some of their story. Funk said he 
had no regrets on leaving. "Why would I want to go up and down the road all 
over this great country with people like Oily Anderson?" said Funk. "To be 
honest with you, the way things are going in that organization (WOW), I don't 
want to be in the same office, I don't want to be in the same city, I don't 
want to even be in the same state with those people." 

Despite editorials by MATWATCH and other publications asking for Funk to be 
given another chance and persistent rumors that Cruise would be brought back, 
neither reappeared with WCW, though Funk finished the year as the USWA world 
champion and Cruise returned for a short stint as play-by-play announcer for 
the cable version of LPWA. 
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FINALLY MAKES CELEBRITY 


Ce ee ee 
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Since Turner Broadcasting bought controlling interest E € "m 
in Jim Crockett Promotions in 1988, a major criticism has Bingen: 
been its failure to market its wrestling stars as cross- ; ! 
over celebrities. A syndicated comedy series, LEARNING 
THE ROPES, during the 1988-89 season with Lyle Alzado and various NWA stars, 
including Ric Flair and the Road Warriors in guest roles, failed to draw 
significant numbers. 


BREAKTHROUGH ON CBS 





But May 1990 saw WCW make its first significant breakthrough as a five-man 
team of Sting, Road Warrior Animal, Rick and Scott Steiner and Lex Luger took 
on Jackie Stallone and four former GLOW competitiors for a week on the CBS 
daytime version of FAMILY FEUD. 


The biggest difficulty for host Ray Combs was in the dual monickers for 
WCW, still holding to its National Wrestling Alliance heritage. Announcer 
Gene Wood introduced them as "the stars of World Championship Wrestling, 
representing the National Wrestling Alliance." Combs wasn't so accurate, 
regularly referring to the stars of the "National Wrestling Association," or 
once, the "National Wrestling Federation." 


Ratings for the CBS FEUD editions increased by 0.7 rating points for the 
week and a later fall rematch upped ratings an average of two points per 
market in overnight syndicated averages. 


WCW, playing for the Starlight Foundation, won four of the five days vs. 
GLOW, and was invited back in September to appear on the nighttime syndicated 
version of FEUD. Jim Ross, Brad Armstrong, Brian Pillman and Tom Zenk joined 
Sting for the second appearance. The Turner stars played FEUD again on the 
daytime edition in January 1991 with Dutch Mantel, Master Blaster Steel, Sid 
Vicious, Tony Schiavone and Kevin Sullivan appearing. 
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(L-R) Scott Steiner, Rick Steiner, Lex Luger 
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: Aside from its ill-fated association with Verne Gagne 

; in the December 1988 pay-per-view SUPER CLASH III special, 
the Dallas-based former WORLD CLASS organization had never 
launched a nationally-distributed supercard effort. 

But the departure of Snowman (Eddie Crawford) as USWA 
"world" champion in the summer of 1990 opened an avenue. 
New Memphis~based booker Eddie Gilbert organized a 20-man tournament spectac- 
ular to decide a new champion called, simply, SUPERCARD. 

In addition to the Memphis and Dallas regulars, Gilbert imported Mark 
Callous, Steve Keirn, Austin Idol, Dick Murdoch, Dick Slater and Terry Funk 
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to compete. While not a pay-cable event, the five-hour, 15 minute live show 
October 6 was edited into five hour-long specials, ending late in the November 
rating sweeps on the USWA CHALLENGE syndicated series with Jerry Lawler 
regaining the title in a tournament finale against Austin Idol. 

For the first time, WMC-TV USWA CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING host Dave Brown was 
used at the mike on the syndicated series, as he teamed with USWA announcer 
Craig Johnson and analyst Joe Pedicino for the first two editions. 


END OF A TEXAS 
TRADITION: KTVT 
CHAMPIONSHIP SPORTS 


At one point during the mid-1980s, KTVT CHAMPIONSHIP 
SPORTS, the two-hour wrestling show which featured the Von 
Erich family and friends at the height of WORLD CLASS 
popularity, was one of the most-watched programs of any 
kind in the Dallas market. Ratings in the 20 range and 
shares well past 50 had advertisers clamoring for time 
inside the top-ranked independent's Saturday ring showcase. 

But the evolution of the wrestling industry during the decade of the 1980s 
deteriorated the impact of the Texas promotion. A brief stint with Michael 
Hayes as booker in 1988 appeared to revive the series' popularity, though not 
to the heights as when Kerry Von Erich upset Ric Flair in Texas Stadium to win 
the NWA world championship. 2 | 

The further encroachment of regular WWF SATURDAY NIGHT'S MAIN EVENT 
specials on NBC eroded the CHAMPIONSHIP SPORTS ratings to as low as 2.8 when 
the Titan troops were opposite. If Kerry's popularity with Sportatorium fans 
was the glue which held the group together, the pramotion never recovered from 
his 18-month hiatus in the late '80s while recovering fram a motorcycle acci- 
dent. Twice, talks developed between NWA officials and, first, Fritz Von 
Erich, and later, Jerry Jarrett to take over the two-hour slot on the 
Southwest superstation. 

But with numbers at an all-time low, KIVT entertained a bid from Titan 
Sports in the summer of 1990 to take over half the slot with WWF SUPERSTARS 
OF WRESTLING, and canceled CHAMPIONSHIP SPORTS.  KTVT has reverted to an 
extended movie and reruns of CHEERS in the other half. USWA WRESTLING in 
eei switched to an alternate independent, ending a Saturday night two-hour 
tradition. 

Kevin Von Erich, who entered into a legal battle with former USWA partner 
Jarrett in the fall of 1990, left the group and attempted to revive the World 
Class promotion with many of the traditional Texas stars. But Von Erich never 
could afford television time for his venture and other than a few scattered 
commercials inside other wrestling shows in the market, during which Kevin 
never mentioned time or date of his cards, the World Class effort, in 
conjunction with Gary Hart, was doomed.  Accompanied by a page one story in 
the DALLAS TIMES-HERALD, the Von Erich era of Texas wrestling, long buoyed by 
the KTVT show, was dead in December. 
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AWA ENDS FIRST 
RUN PRODUCTION 


In 1985, Verne Gagne engineered a 
breakthrough in counterprogramming 
Vince McMahon's spreading efforts 
into national television. AWA 
CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING, which---at 
first---occasionally featured stars 
from the NWA and other promotions, 
gained a 90-minute prime time slot 
as part of a Tuesday evening ESPN 
lineup of SLAMS AND JAMS (Roller 
Derby in the second half). 

Ratings went through the roof for 
the all-sports network and as late as 
early 1988, AWA WRESTLING was the 
top-rated weekly series on ESEN (out- 
side of college football telecasts 
and occasional Big East basketball). 

But declining crowds and Gagne's 
failure to pay competitive dollar for 
top stars, many of whom he originally 
showcased, led to a deteriorating 
quality in the series. 

A final-season effort to revamp 
the format with a TEAM CHALLENGE 
format never caught fire. Sgt. 
Slaughter left for one more mm in 
the WF and left champion Larry 
Zbyszko as the AWA's most significant 
star. By 1990, AWA WRESTLING had 
been relegated to a Monday afternoon 
slot when most of the heavily-male 
wrestling audience was on the job. 

After five years of holding fort, 
AWA WRESTLING reverted to a series of 
reruns in September as Gagne had run 
out of money to continue first-run 
production. 

ESPN was still broadcasting reruns 
in January 1991 amid reports Andrews 
Syndication had gained exclusive 
rights for wrestling in the Monday 
time period. 


JOE PEDICINO 
LEAVES THE NWA 


Accompanied by perhaps the most 
pointed MATWATCH colum of 1990, Joe 
Pedicino departed World Championship 
Wrestling, Inc., after a year of 
handling a JOE PEDICINO KNOWS. 
studio segment, a short stint as 
producer of syndication and handling 
color commentary on THE WRESTLING 
HOTLINE. 

Pedicino, who joined the NWA after 
nearly four years of producing PRO 
WRESTLING THIS WEEK, departed follow- 
ing a year of being criticized for 
suggesting drastic changes in the NWA 
presentation which went against the 
grain of Jim Crockett traditionalists 
and being chased as an alleged leak 
to wrestling newsletters. 

The 40-year-old Pedicino restarted 
GEORGIA ALL-STAR WRESTLING and at 
year's end, had returned to the na- 
tional color mike on USWA CHALLENGE. 

As 1991 began, Pedicino was still 
in negotiation to launch Global 
Wrestling Federation, financed by a 
northeastern trust, headed by entre- 
preneur Olu Oleyami. 


IWA, UWF ENTER 
SPORT SCHANINE TL. 
AMERICA LINEUP 


Promoters Rob Russen and Herb 
Abrams jumped into the regional 
sports cable front by gaining slots 
on SPORTSCHANNEL AMERICA. 

Russen, known as the master of 
"sold" wrestling shows to school, 
civic and charity groups, gained a 
sumner run on SCA, featuring stars 
such as Kevin Von Erich, Terry Tay- 


lor and Ivan Koloff on his 
International Wrestling Alliance 
Series. 

Former AWA announcer Lee Marshall 
was the original host of the program 
but was not as critically well- 
received as during his AWA run. Rus- 
sen replaced Marshall with Minneapo- 
lis personality Mick Karch, who 
proved to be one of the top new mike 
finds of the year. Karch is host of 
a weekly SATURDAY NIGHT AT RINGSIDE 
wrestling marathon show in the Twin 
Cities. 

After the 13-week IWA run, Russen 
shifted to Hagen Sports Network, a 
low-power station satellite linkup. 

On SPORTSCHANNEL, the IWA was 
succeeded by Herb Abrams' UNIVERSAL 
WRESTLING FEDERATION FURY HOUR. The 
Abrams show, shot originally in 
California, premiered with a match 
between Steve Williams and rookie 
Davey (The Observer) Meltzer. Wil- 
liams ended his win by stuffing a 
"newsletter" in "Meltzer's" mouth. 

The Abrams show was characterized 
by quality graphics and insert inter- 
views but bad announcing and overall 
production. The 1990 MATWATCH TV 
AWARDS winner as WORST PLAY-BY-PLAY 
ANNOUNCER wisely removed himself as 
host of the show after the first 
month, 

The FURY HOUR headlined Williams, 
Paul Orndorff, booker B. Brian Blair 
and David Sammartino but the crowds 
appeared to show the most enthusiasm 
for Cactus Jack Manson. FURY shifted 
its taping in January 1991 to New 
York but was still emphasizing DQ 
finishes in its topline matches. 


BATTLE OF EK 
WIFE. WIFE IN USWA 


Chris Adams showed a flair for 
Dalias-style angles during a spring 
and summer run with an innovative 
storyline. 
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Chris's former wife, Jeannie 
Clarke went on a weekly tear after 
his current spouse, Toni Adams which 
went to the extent of Jeannie 
providing pictures alleging Chris's 
involvement with other women. 

Jeannie was usually accompanied by 
newcamer Steve Austin, said to be a 
one-time protege of Adams. The 
series of vignettes regularly ended 
with a catfight between the two 
women. 

While criticized by MATWATCH and 
same other publications as another 
angle demeaning to women, suggesting 
a message that a woman has to be 
dependent on a man, USWA syndicated 
fans found the angle one of the more 
entertaining of the summer. One 
letter-writer told MATWATCH editor 
Steve Beverly: “I'm convinced you're 
the only one in America who didn't 
like it." 


RACE REARS UGLY 
HEAD IN WOW 


There are those who will 
justifiably argue for this story's 
inclusion in the Top 15 stories, 
possibly even in the Top 5. We chose 
to make it an also-ran because the 
storyline ended about as quickly as 
it began. 

Ole Anderson's stint as WOW booker 
began with the 48-year-old veteran 
telling his troops in a Georgia dres- 
sing room: "Gentlemen, the calendar 
may say 1990 but I'm here to tell 
you, it's 1974 all over again and 
what worked then will work now." 

The first week Anderson was at the 
helm of WCW, he indeed went back to 
one of his tried-and-true staples of 
his earlier Georgia years: the TV 
racial angle. 

In an attempt to woo minority 
viewers to WCW shows and arenas, he 
cast perennial jobber Rocky King in 
the role of Buckwheat, taunting An- 


derson and then NWA champion Ric 
Flair with a "big surprise." 

Just as Flair was portrayed as a 
sex pervert by Dusty Rhodes, the 
champion was spouting semi-racial 
insults at King until The Junkyard 
Dog appeared in the ring to chase 
Flair. Anderson, who had made a 
career of insulting Thunderbolt 
Patterson with racial hatred in the 
1970s and 1980s, literally was 
turning the clock back. 

TV ratings increased to a 2.7 
level where they stayed for most of 
Anderson's tenure but arena crowds 
continued to decline. Many wrestling 
publications decried Turner Broad- 
casting allowing the racial bits to 
air. On a New York radio program, 
former WCW announcer Chris Cruise put 
it this way: “Racial problems have 
always existed. But this is nothing 
to entertain people. It has no 
business in the '70s, the '80s or the 
'90s---or any time." Equally, a 
number of Southern fans, whom 
Anderson was trying to recapture, 
were insulted at the portrayal. Of 
course, the irony of it all is that 
both Anderson and Flair were 
Minnesotans. 

Amidst the embarrassment the angle 
was aborted in a month. 


OF USWA MIKE 


For several years, Marc Lowrance 
had become a staple of Texas 
wrestling. Even though Lowrance was 
a perennial contender for WORST PLAY- 
BY-PLAY ANNOUNCER, he retained a 
loyal following in Texas and with a 
group of MATWATCHers in Tennessee. 

But Lowrance opted to leave for 
full-time work in the ministry during 
the summer of 1990. 

Enter Craig Johnson, the alias for 
Jon Horton, who had honed his skills 
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as play-by-play basketball announcer 
for George Washington University on 
the regional sports cable network 
HOME TEAM SPORTS and on soccer and 
other selected events for HTS. 

Johnson, a long-time wrestling 
fan, brought an enthusiasm to the 
mike not seen since Jim Ross' 
ascension in the mid-1980s. His 
first half-year included the call on 
the USWA SUPERCARD specials and his 
first insult from new USWA champion 
Terry Funk ("I always thought Howard 
Cosell was a great man. A great 
announcer. Young man, you have a 
long way to go.") 


FIORSEMEN TURN , 
aR ERC ZINIURY 
AT CLAS FE 2€ 


As detailed in the annual's 
analysis on WHAT WENT WRONG in 1990, 
the aborted babyface reign of Ric 
Flair came to a climax at the CLASH 
OF THE CHAMPIONS X: TEXAS SHOOTOUT 
special on TBS in February. 

Arguably the best-produced CLASH 
of the year, a Corpus Christi crowd 
saw Ole Anderson, Flair and Arn And- 
erson turn on top WCW contender Sting 
in the first half-hour of the show, 
in the wake of Sting's upset win over 
Flair at STARRCADE '89 in Atlanta. 

Anderson gave Sting until the end 
of the broadcast to decide if he 
would relinquish his world title bid 
against Flair at the upcaming WRESTLE 
WAR '90. 

Jim Ross and Jim Cornette played 
on the decision until the main event, 
a Six-man match which saw usual heels 
Great Muta, Buzz Sawyer and Dragon 
Master cheered ("The Dragonmaster 
hasn't been cheered in 20 years," 
said Ross.). In the closing moments 
of the cage match, Sting attempted to 
climb the cage to get at the Horse- 
men. As he climbed a second time, 
his leg was yanked by WCW security 


director Doug Dellinger and Steve 
Borden suffered a major tear of the 
patella tendon, which could have 
threatened his career. Flair chased 
after Sting as the show credits 
rolled in an attempt to play out the 
angle and had to be told Sting was 
legitimately injured. 

The Sting injury delayed his world 
title bid until the GREAT AMERICAN 
BASH spectacular in Baltimore in 
July. 





If one were to tell you a TV 
wrestling special featured a standout 
Ric Flair-Butch Reed main event and a 
strong Buddy Landell-Brian Pillman 
early matchup, you'd believe a 
dynamite program had aired. In the 
case of CLASH OF THE CHAMPIONS XIII: 
THANKSGIVING THUNDER, you'd be dead 


wrong. 

After three years of live specials 
which more often than not are consid- 
ered a cut above within the industry, 
CLASH XIII, the final production of 
WCW's Ole Anderson laid a bigger egg 
than the Gobbledy-Gooker of the WWF. 

Buoyed by a Lex Luger-Motor City 
Madman (Mike Moore) matchup which saw 
Moore miss five simple foreams in a 
corner and what many people consider 
the worst match ever presented on a 
CLASH and perhaps on NWÀ national 
television in Sid Vicious vs. The 
Nightstalker, CLASH XIII died a 
bitter creative death. 

Further handicapped by the failure 
of El Gigante to show for a six-man 
tag team opener (wrestler Dave Sierra 
had failed to pick up Jorge Gonzales 
at the Jacksonville International 
Airport in time for the show), the 
broadcast had virtually everything 
which could go wrong occur. An angle 
in which The Black Scorpion was to 
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continue tormenting Sting turned into 
WCW's version of The David Copper- 
field Show as the Scorpion became an 
illusionist, inciting a number of 
fans. 

MATWATCH readers panned the CLASH 
more than any other previous TBS 
special, with only 14% of readers 
calling it a '"good" show. 


TFLANKSGIV ING 
SPECIALS BORN 
COU? RING FANS 


It was a case of good news and had 
news. But 10 1/2 hours of prime time 
wrestling Thanksgiving week was the 
most on national television since the 
1950s. 

The good news came for the WWF in 
its SURVIVOR SERIES, which scored an 
estimated 2.8% buy-rate in pay-cable 
homes, same as in 1989 but a higher 
revenue draw with the increase in 
available pay homes. 

The bad news came in almost every 
other front. The two SURVIVOR SERIES 
SHONDONN specials which launched the 
week on USA Cable were down almost 
18% from the ratings of the 1989 
SURVIVOR previews. 

CLASH OF THE CHAMPIONS XIII: 
THANKSGIVING THUNDER, a critical bomb 
and the first time TBS has offered a 
live special in the same week as the 
WWF SURVIVOR event, registered the 
third-lowest rating for the 13 CLASH 
events. 

The drastic news was the drop in 
ratings for THE MAIN EVENT, the 
fourth prime-time special for the WWF 
on NBC. Hastily edited from what 
originally was to be a SATURDAY 
NIGHT'S MAIN EVENT, the night-after- 
Thanksgiving hour was the first NBC 
prime-time special not aired live. 

TME only posted an 8.0 rating and 
15 per cent share of audience, almost 
half of the 15.2 rating for the first 
TME in 1988. 


d n i ANG EH ii ld sl iil i d Hm "RHET? [EIE E SE ih STREET ERR DRA AE EM EPA UL THEE ORS OATES Sg tea] bed ranks iets HG E aiti teller 


j 


d 








AE eet? 


DL 


A Wee's 


DU ; i i SERE R R EO Oe ee ER 


CLASH III IN JACKSONVILLE 


One of Five Prime Time Specials 
During Thanksgiving Week 1990 
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"DAVEY MELTZER’ GETS STUFFED 
Steve Williams Observes UWF Jobber Eat Program 


(Photo Courtesy of Ross Blair) 
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BRUTUS BEEFCAKE 
FOURTH OF JULY DISASTER 


In much the same fashion as happened in 1986 with NWA star 
Magnum T.A., a boating accident on the Fourth of July, which left 
Ed (Brutus Beefcake) Leslie partially disfigured stunned 
wrestling fans of all associations. The WWF star, who was on the 
way to the Intercontinental championship, suffered a crushed face 
and continues in rehabilitation. 

Television's role in reporting the Beefcake incident was 
ironic. WCW's Gordon Solie beat the WWF by one day in telling 
viewers of the accident, simply giving the facts and wishing 
Beefcake a speedy recovery. The next day, WWF fans were treated 
to SUPERSTARS OF WRESTLING host Vince McMahon trying to relate 
the Leslie injury to his wrestling storyline. It doesn't all 
have to be business, Vince. 
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He's been turned loose 
again. Las Vegas. own Bill 
Kunkel, wrestling's best- 
known computer whiz and the 
Charles Schultz of newslet- 
ters lampoons 1990 with a 
new round of POTSHOT'S 
KUNKELTOONS. If you cannot 
identify the people, you 
receive some lovely parting 
gifts and a home version of 
KUNKELTOONS. 
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6:30 A.M. 


(3) BLACKSTONES----Cartoon 

Wilma comes home to discover Fred has 
come into $25 million to buy into a 
new business called Kongistone. 
Voices....Wilma: Boni Blackstone. 


Fred: Joe Pedicino. Barney: Ronnie 
Garvin. Betty: Kelly Cornette. Mr. 
Slate: Jim Herd. Olu: Sidney 
Poitier. Dino: Jim Cornette. 


(9) GALLOPING GOURMET----Graham Kerr 
Graham's guest is Buddy Rose, who 
discusses his new book, "Success 
Through Dieting." 


(38) SUPERMAN---Adventure 

Clark announces he's changing his 
name to Jon Horton and quitting the 
Daily Planet to go to work for Home 


Team Sports. Clark: Craig Johnson. 
Lois Lane: Terri Power. Jimmy 
Olsen: Shane Douglas. 

7:00 A.M. 


(3) GOOD MORNING AMERICA 
Paul Heyman substitutes for Charlie 
Gibson, who's helping his cousin 
Robert rehabilitate his knee. In the 
first five minutes, Paul calls Joan a 
"slut," interrupts Steve Crowley's 
report on credit cards to show how to 
avoid credit at the China Club and 
tells Joan he wants to bring on Jack 
Brickhouse as his co-host. 


(9) TODAY 
Teddy Long wins a coin flip to 
replace Bryant Gumbel as the host. 


(2 hrs.). 


Teddy demonstrates what to do when a 
limousine malfunctions, takes you on 
a tour of a yacht and tells guest 

Lance Russell, "I'm gonna show every- 
body this list of wamens who you have 


left behind with chil-ren." 


(38) CBS THIS MORNING 

Harry Smith and Paula Zahn welcome 
Rick Martel, who tells Paula he has 
more teeth than she does; Jeff 
Bowdren, who discusses his new book, 
"Better Booking by an Amateur;" and 
Mike Shaw, who discusses his new 
book, "I Never Wanted to Be a 
Trucker." (2 hrs.) 


(2 hrs.) 


9:00 A.M. 


(3) PEOPLE'S COURT 

Kevin Von Erich in "The Case of the 
Splattered Sportatorium." Kevin sues 
Jerry Jarrett because World Class 
Wrestling can't draw 400 fans. 


(9) DONAHUE----Discussion 

Phil's guest is sports announcer 
Craig Johnson, who is interrupted by 
audience member Terry Funk, who tells 
Craig, "Howard Cosell was a great 
announcer. Why can't you be more 
like him?" 


(38) DIVORCE COURT---Drama 

Jeannie Clarke takes Chris Adams back 
to court to gain custody of Percy 
Pringle. Tomorrow, Jeff Jarrett tes- 
tifies of a dramatic change in the 
case of Edward vs. Melissa Gilbert. 


9:30 A.M. 


(3) MORNING STRETCH----Exercise 
Dusty Rhodes and Buddy Rose have a 
race to do three situps during the 
half-hour. 


(38) LOVE CONNECTION----Game 

Host Chuck Woolery welcomes Downtown 
Bruno and offers him a bar of the 
sponsor's Zest soap. 


10:00 A.M. 


(3) FAMILY FEUD----Game 

Host Ray Cambs asks Rick Steiner to 
"name a college dormitory." Rick 
answers, "Monty Hall." 


(9) THE JUDGE----Drama 

Paul Heyman tells the judge how Missy 
Hyatt keeps her job. Missy leaves 
the courtroom crying. 


(38) GERALDO----Discussion 

Guest is Dr. Mark Curtis, noted 
speech psychologist, who examines why 
Jim Hellwig says, "HOKE HOCUM," and 
attempts to interpret Leon Spinks 
wrestling interviews. (60 min.) 


10:30 A.M. 


(3) AMAZING DISCOVERIES 

On this paid commercial broadcast, 
Buddy Rose attempts to sell viewers a 
year's supply of "Blowaway." 


(9) LET'S MAKE A DEAL~--Game 

Host Monty Hall offers Steve Borden 
$10,000 and the box on the display 
floor if he won't take the door where 
the Black Scorpion is hiding. 


11:00 A.M. 


(3) TO TELL THE TRUTH----- Game 
The panel tries to determine who the 


real Black Scorpion is but, for the 
first time, has to face a team of 
Seven challengers. 


(9) NAME THAT TUNE----Game 
Originating from Corpus Christi TX, 
host Tom Kennedy asks con- testant 
Jim Cornette to sing the lyrics to 
"Theme from World Championship 
Wrestling." To win $100,000, Corny 
has to sing lyrics to "The Love Theme 
from World Championship Wrestling." 


(38) GRAHAM KERR- ---Cooking 
Graham demonstrates how to cook the 
Gobbledy-Gooker. (60 min.) 


11:30 A.M. 


(3) I DREAM OF JEANNIE---Comedy 
Tony (Chris Adams) reveals his 
innermost thoughts. 


(9) MATCH GAME 

Host Ross Shafer asks the panel to 
answer, "Dino was so bravo, when he 
fell out of the ring, he bit his 
(blank)." 


12:00 NOON 


(3) YOUNG & THE RESTLESS 

Kelly (Kelly Cornette) wants to know 
why her husband Jim is dressed in a 
Civil War uniform; Chris and Terry 
decide to make a quick exit from 
Mississippi; and John Hitchcock says 
he has herd enough. (60 min.) 


(9) WHAT'S MY NAME?----Game 

DEBUT: Tony Schiavone hosts the 
new memory game in which WCW 
wrestlers lose $50 for every sentence 
in which they fail to say the words 
"Dusty Rhodes." 


(38) GENERATIONS----Serial 
Barry (Barry Windham) finds a new 
clue to where his father is when a 


New Yorker named Herb says he's 
bringing in Blackjack as a booker. 


12:30 P.M. 


(9) TRUTH OR CONSEQUENCES----Game 
Contestant Stan Lane has to eat 
Imperial margarine when suddenly, 
Jerry Lawler's crown appears on 
Stan's head. 


(38) WHAT'S MY LINE?----Game 
The panel tries to figure out what it 
is Jack Tunney does. 


1:00 P.M. 


(3) AS THE WORLD TURNS----Serial 

Dr. Hughes tries to determine if Jake 
will ever see again after he's hit 
with a strange spray; Margo serves a 
warrant on Randy for smashing a macho 
sceptre on a warrior; and Bobby's 
brain disintegrates as he collapses 
when he departs a plane. (60 min.) 


(9) ALL MY CHILDREN----Serial 

Mama Bossman arrives in Pine Valley 
from Cobb County, where she's been 
getting insulting letters from a man 
named Heenan; Missy (Missy Hyatt) and 
Erica (Susan Lucci) can't settle 
their differences, so they get into a 
slapping contest. (60 min.) 


(38) DAYS OF OUR LIVES----Serial 
Virgil has enough and finally swings 
his belt at Ted; Larry (Larry Zbys- 
zko) is told he only has 14 glorious 
months to live; and Frances Horton 
fries a chicken with the grease from 
Wayne Farris' hair. (60 min.) 


2:00 P.M. 
(3) MOVIE----Science Fiction 


That Was Now...This Is Code " (1990) 
Ole (Al Rogowski) announces to his 
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"I don't care what the calendar 


men, 
says. This is 1974. What worked 
then will work now." Mr. Tibbs: 


Thunderbolt Patterson. (2 hrs.) 

(9) MOVIE----Failure 

"Great Expectations." (1990) Updated 
edition of the English classic, in 
which two men named Ultimate and 
Sting are placed at the top of their 
professions. (2 hrs.) 


(38) MOVIE----Rock Documentary 

"The Freebirds' 10-Cent Tour. d (1990) 
Rockdoc of Michael Hayes and Jimmy 
Garvin being besieged by 25 TBS em- 

ée outside a Holiday Inn. (2 
rs. 


4:00 P.M. 


(3) LASSIE----Drama 

Terry Funk becomes Lassie's 27th 
owner. While at the Double Cross 
Ranch, Terry makes the collie suck 
eggs. Timmy: Tim Horner. 


(9) PEE WEE'S PLAYHOUSE----Children 
Randy Anderson announces he'll no 
longer do the show unless the name is 
changed. 


(38) MERRIE MELODIES----Cartoon 
Elmer Fudd and Bugs Bunny end up in 
the battle royal finals of the AWA 
Team Challenge Series, after which 
Verne appears in the logo to say, 
t-t-t-t-that's all, folks!" 


V WV 


4:30 P.M. 


(3) TWILIGHT ZONE----Drama 

Bruiser Brody becomes the top star 
for the Universal Wrestling Federa- 
tion Fury Hour. Herb: Mickey 
Rooney. 


(9) JUST THE TEN OF US----Comedy 
Jerry Jarrett introduces the roster 


of his Memphis promotion. 


(38) GOLDEN GIRLS----Comedy 

Dorothy plots to get a dite for So- 
phia (Estelle Getty) with Gordon 
Solie but Gordon can't find the house 
because his cataracts act up. 


5:00 P.M. 


(3) OPRAH WINFREY----Discussion 
Today's topic is “Music Which Drives 
You Crazy." Guest: Cactus Jack 
Manson, who goes maniacal when the 
band plays "Theme from World Champi- 
onship Wrestling." (60 min.) 


(9) SALLY JESSY RAPHAEL---Discussion 
Ric Flair asks to borrow Sally's red 
glasses, so he can add a new element 
to "the look of the '90s." (60 min.) 


(38) VINCE McMAHON----Discussion 
DEBUT: Vince joins the afternoon 
talk race by demonstrating how he 
barks those memorable WRESTLEMANIA 
promos by sucking in and spitting up 
mucus. (60 min.) 


6:00 P.M. 


(3) EYEWITNESS NEWS 

Dave Meltzer begins a five-part 
series, "Great Mistakes." In 
tonight's opener, Dave details the 
hiring of Ole Anderson as a booker. 


(9) ACTION NEWS 

Wade Keller begins a five-part 
series, "Negotiations in the Persian 
Gulf." Tonight, Wade uncovers that 
Vince McMahon is personally holding 
secret talks to offer $5 million to 
Saddam Hussein to take on Hulk Hogan 
at WRESTLEMANIA. 


(38) NEWS CENTER 38 
Ron Lemieux begins a five-part 


series, "The End of the World." In 
tonight's opener, Ron uncovers plans 
for Dusty Rhodes' fourth NWA world 
title reign. 


7:00 P.M. 


(3) 60 MINUTES----Newsmagazine 

Mike Wallace investigates Vince McMa- 
hon's fetish for bald heavyweight 
champions; Morley Safer interviews 
Downtown Bruno's mama, who says, "It 
DOESN'T beez that way, sometimes." 
(60 min.) 


(9) LITTLE RASCALS----Comedy 
Buckwheat (Rocky King) brings out his 
junkyard dog to stand up to his 
racist friends Ric and Ole. 


(38) WALL STREET WEEK---Finance 

Dick York introduces his daughter 
Alexandra and tells everyone her 
assistance to Michael Wallstreet 
doesn't come from a computer but from 
witchcraft. (60 min.) 


7:30 P.M. 


(9) INSIDE EDITION---Newsmagazine 
Tonight, a special insider report, 
"The Butcher," as the barber who 
sculptured Ric Flair's "'90s look" 
haircut is profiled. 


8:00 P.M. 


(3) JOE PEDICINO ULTRA SLIM-FAST 
TELETHON 

William Conrad is co-host for the 
evening-long event as viewers can 
pledge $5 for every pound Joe can 
lose over the next six months. Cel- 
ebrity guests include Virgil Runnels, 
John Tenta, Mike Shaw, Jerry Black- 
well, Dump Matsumoto and Abdullah the 
Butcher. (Live: 4 hrs.) 


(9) RESCUE 911---William Shatner 
From Memphis, Bill shows how a rescue 
crew revived Jerry Lawler in 15 
minutes after being rundown by a 
phantom Corvette driven by Thomas E. 
Gilbert II. (60 min.) 


(38) MATLOCK----Drama 

Ben (Andy Griffith) investigates when 
Eddie Marlin accuses Snowman (Eddie 
Crawford) of selling his belt to a 
drug dealer. (60 min.) 


9:00 P.M. 


(9) PRIME MTV WITH MARTHA QUINN 
Martha originates tbe final battle of 
the bands between the Freebirds and 
Power and Glory. But Jimmy Garvin 
and Greg Valentine admit they're 
afflicted with Milli Vanilliitis. 
(Live; 60 min.) 


(38) DAVID COPPERFIELD----Magic 
SPECIAL: David admits he was the 
Black Scorpion in Jacksonville, 
Florida, and Chicago. (60 min.) 


10:00 P.M. 


(9) DARK SHADOWS----Mystery 

Barnabas (Ben Cross) bites Sherri 
(Sherri Martel) on the neck and 
declares it's the ugliest woman he's 
ever bitten. Ric Flair, in an odd 
twist, takes Paul Heyman with him to 
Collins House and when the lights go 
out, Paul says, "Thank you SO much 
for being here. I kiss your hand." 
(60 min.) 


(38) UNSOLVED MYSTERIES 
Host Robert Stack tries to find out 
if Chris Cruise has become Terry 
Funk's son-in-law; he probes whatev- 
er happened to Dennis Condrey; and 
examines the 1978 incident when Mar- 
ty Jannetty released 3,000 crickets 
in Columbus High School. (60 min.) 


11:00 P.M. 


(9) ARSENIO HALL----Variety 
Arsenio calls guest Theodore R. Long 
"peanuthead" and Teddy calls Arsenio 
"triangle-head." (60 min.) 


(38) HARD COPY----Newsmagazine 

In an exclusive interview, Broadway 
Sonny Blaze admits he was turned down 
when he applied to become The Black 
Scorpion. Kimberly Murphy is told by 
Axel Rotton: "Some women are a site 
for sore eyes. You are a cataract." 


11:30 P.M. 


(9) NIGHTLINE----Ted Koppel 

Ted interviews Vince McMahon, Jim 
Herd, Jerry Jarrett and Herb Abrams 
by satellite in an effort to negoti- 
ate fewer hours of wrestling on tel- 
evision. Vince tries to buy Ted to 
become his anchor at the WWF Events 
Center. Herd asks Ted why ABC does- 
n't change hosts on NIGHTLINE every 
six months. Jarrett tells Ted he 
needs to bleed on camera to get a 
bigger audience and Herb tells Ted he 
can get Bruiser Brody as a live 
guest. (Live; 90 min.) 


12:00 A.M. 


(3) TELETHON WRAPUP 

Joe Pedicino is taken to a hospital 
with a hiatal hernia after four hours 
of live starvation. As the ambulance 
is pulling away, Tommy Lasorda tells 
Joe, “C'mon. If I can do it...YOU 
can do it!" (Live) 


-— vm mmm ae men, MEE eee mem ee vom ee vor PARA MED VAAA SMS MAER VER wm nth 


(Stations reserve the right to 
change their lineups at any time, 
either through promotional decisions 
or mass defections.) 
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BEST BROADCAST/CABLE TV MATCH BEST WEEKLY TV SERIES 


1989 - Ric Flair vs. Ricky Steamboat, 1989 - WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING, 


RAGIN' CAJUN CLASH. TBS. 
1988 - Midnight Express vs. 1988 - WWF SUPERSTARS OF WRESTLING. 


Fantastics, NWA WORLD WIDE. 
BEST SINGLE PERFORMANCE 
BEST PPV MATCH 





1989 - TERRY FUNK, "The Turn of Ric 


1989 - Flair vs. Steamboat, CHI-TOWN Flair," NWA. 


RUMBLE. 
1988 - Flair vs. Sting, CLASH I (then RISING STAR OF THE YEAR 


called BEST CABLE OR PPV | 
MATCH). 1989 - Scott Steiner, NWA. 


1988 - Rick Steiner, NWA. 





BEST NEW CHARCTER(S 





OUTSTANDING TV PERSONALITY 


1989 - Skyscrapers, NWA. 
1988 - Varsity Club, NWA. 1989 - Terry Funk, PWF/NWA. 
1988 - Jim Cornette, NWA. 


BEST LIVE TV SUPERCARD 


1989 - BASH/GLORY DAYS, NWA. 
1988 - CLASH I, NWA. WORST BROADCAST/CABLE MATCH 





BEST PLAY-BY-PLAY ANNOUNCER 1989 - Paul Jones vs. Ivan Koloff, 
NWA CLASH IV, TBS. 


1989 - Jim Ross, NWA. 1988 - Baron Von Raschke vs. Soldad 
1988 - Jim Ross, NWA. Ustinov, AWA. 


BEST COLOR COMMENTATOR WORST PPV MATCH 
1989 - Jesse Ventura, WWF. 1989 - Tommy Rich vs. Cuban Assassin, 
1988 - Jesse Ventura, WWF. NWA HALLOWEEN HAVOC. 
1988 - Ultimate Warrior vs. Hercules 


Hernandez, WRESTLEMANIA IV. 


88 


WORST NEN CHARACTER WORST COLOR COMMENTATOR 
1989 - Dingdongs, NWA. 1989 - Verne Gagne, AWA. 
1988 - Akeem, WWF. 1988 - Superstar Billy Graham, WF. 
WORST SUPERCARD DECLINING STAR OF THE YEAR 
1989 - WRESTLEMANIA V, WHF. 1989 - Andre the Giant, WHF. 
1988 - WRESTLEMANIA IV, WWE. 1988 - Rock & Roll Express, NWA/CWA/ 


WORST WEEKLY TV SERIES 
| WORST TV PERSONALITY 
1989 - AWA CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING, 


ESEN. 1989 - The Ultimate Warrior, WWF. 
1988 - NWA/T CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING, 1988 - David Crockett, NWA. 
NWA/TBS. 


WORST PLAY-BY-PLAY ANNOUNCER 


1989 - David Crockett, NWA. 
1988 - David Crockett, NWA. 


RE EE. Again, as in past year, to 
M e acknowledge everyone we would like 
Se EE Ke dM RR Lo ee ng paid ogee , we 
ON ae EE RE pg OI ae a pat RE Genre sd Will unintentionally omit some 
De re me Neue st nino thank the people who contributed 
LE photography and artwork to this 
EE ER EE NI PAM E fusa; steve B t (who offered 
all pictures except the UWF and 
FAMILY FEUD photos). Steve's pictures are available from P.O. Box 2995, 
Murfreesboro TN 37133-2995. Please write him for a list. Ross Blair of MAT 
REVIEW NEWSLETTER provided us with the FEUD and UWF shots. We'll post a full 
address in a special box for Ross's shots in an upcoming MATWATCH. As always, 
we thank Bill Kunkel for the cartoons and Dr. Gerald Morton for his excellent 
short story contribution. 

Through the year, Dave Meltzer of THE WRESTLING OBSERVER is an invaluable 
help, as is Ron Lemieux of ARENA REPORT, Wade Keller of PRO WRESTLING TORCH, 
and correspondents such as Shannon Rose, K.B. (Klon) Herron, David Williamson, 
Dick (Norman) Bourne, Larry Katz, Kimberly Murphy, John Arezzi, Dan Farren, 
Chris Crosby and certainly two dozen or so others we have innocently over- 
looked. Our thanks to all. 

Let us all hope that the year 1991 will be a rebounding one for pro 
wrestling. But more than anything, let us hope and pray that by the time the 
1991 MATWATCH annual appears, we will have something far more important--- 
peace in the Persian Gulf and peace in the entire world. 





